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President Alexander 
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TEHRAN — The Freedom Move- 
ment of Iran (FMD nominated 
Ebrahim Yazdi as its candidate for 
the presidential elections, the FMI 
said in a statement on Thursday. 
The statement criticized the 
goverrment for ‘“ignoring the 
rights of the political groups envis- 
aged in the constitution of the Is- 


*“the political groups and inde- 
pendent parties who are against the 
performance of the government, 
but, loyal to the system of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and com- 
mitted to the constitution are de- 
prived of the least facilities to run 
for the elections.” 

The FMI claimed that it would 
take part in the presidential poll 
not for seizing power but to force 
the authorities to retreat before the 
nation and to give way to free 
activities of the independent politi- 
cal parties. 

The statement called onı the 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Ağainet NATO Expansion 


MOSCOW -— Russian President Boris Yeltsin and 
his Belarussian 


Lukashenko closed ranks NATO 

8 against expansion 

during a summit here Friday, warning of 2 "dat- 
confrontation." 1 


"Our countries are unanimous in rejecting the 
plans for eastward expansion of NATO, which 
could lead to new division lines on the continent and 
could create a dangerous confrontation," a joint 
statement quoted by Interfax said. 
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Relations Removed 


best possible manner. 

The bilateral relations severed 
for a short period of time recently 
due to allegations leveled by Tur- 
key against Iran. 

On the martyrdom of the head 
of Iran’s Cultaral Center in Mui- 
tan, Pakistan of Seyed Mobam- 
mad Ali Rabimi in February 1997, 
Boroujerdi said that continued and 
serious efforts were launched both 
in Tehran and Islamabad to iden- 
tify .agents responsible for the 
crime. 


He said that presently a ranking 
Iranian delegation has travelled to 
Islamabad to probe. into the issue. 

He added that Iran would take 
follow-up measures until the Paki- 
stani government decisively pun- 
isbes he culprits. 


He expressed hope that the 
Pakistani goveroment would cOn- 
sider its pre-election committment 
of **iron fist policy against sectar- 
ian elements” and thus identify 
and pumish agents responsible for 


the crime as sOOn aS e 


Yaqubi Urges PGC Not to 
Repeat Futile Statements 


the region, he said adding there- 
fore, Iran will have no option bur 
to strengthen its defensive capa- 
bilities. 

Iran bas always extended a 
hand of friendship toward the re- 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN -— The Persian Gulf 


. Cooperation Council needs to un- 


dergo a structural reform regard- 
ing its behavior and policies, 
Iran’s ambassador to Muscat, 
Oman, Siyavosh Zargar Yaqubi, 
told the Tehran Times on the eve 
of the two-day meeting of the 
PGCC foreign ministers which is 
slated to open today. 

Asked whether there will be a 
change in the stances of the coun 
cil, Yaqubi said that although 
there are certain positive indica- 
tions in this regard, I dink there 
will be no principal change in he 
council's stances. The PGCC 
needs to recnpsider its political 
behavior ard policies and take 
heed of the realities. 

Repeating biased statements by 
the PGCC will cause insecurity in 


eenuine Hand Woven ا ا دک کے ع‎ 
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Esfahan Steel Plant 


KHORRAMABAD, Lorestan 
Prov. — Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Asia-Pacific Affairs said on 
Thursday problems in Tehran- 
Aupkara relations have been re- 
moved in light of adoption of 
timely measures by the two sides. 
Deputy Minister Allaeddin 
Boroujerdi said in a televised in- 
terview that Iran's principled pol- 
icy was based on maintaining good 
relations with its neighbors in the 


Khuzestanis Awaiting 
Leader's Arrival 


duced by former voluntary 
combatants and other goods of- 
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- Problems in Tehran-Ankara 


YOL 


Velayati Condemns Zionists’ 
: Building New Settlements 


: eins llr leya 
of the 
United Nations Kofi Annan saîd that the recent 


Haj Ritual M 


__ lory of Isla 


i 


from one another has betrayed 1s- 
1am ant the Muslims. 

The Leader underlined the sig- 
nificance of he disavowal of uo- 
believers ceremony during Hajj 

and said thar at a tîme 

when the enemy has made large 
extent investments to disunite 
i the Hajj ritual can be 
and can serve to 

i e pion of tie global arro- 
RNA) 


Islamic nations to strengthen their ` 


ties are clear indications of the 
world arrogance"s hostility to IS- 
lam and Muslims, the Leader said. 
: Ayatollah Khamenei urged the 
solidarity and unity vis-a-vis the 
enemies of Islam and tie holy 


Qoran and anyone who attempts tO 
separate the hearts of Muslims 


Thousands March i in Protest of 


Israeli Construction Plans 
UN CRITICIZE ISRAEL'S SETTLEMENT PLAN 


E 


2 


ا 


sa 


BETHLEHEM, West Bank (March 5): Masked Palestinians students ق‎ 8 an Israeli flag during an 
anti-israel protest in Rethfehem university. The protest was held against the Israeli government decision 
to build new Jewish neighborhood in East Bait-ul-Moqaddas. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


spread straw and plastic mats be- 
tween bushes on the rocky ground 
and knelt in devotion. 

“If we do pot succeed in stop” 
ping them from building...It 
means that the peace process will 


(Contd on Pg.14) 


Waving Palestinian flags, more 
than 2,000 marchers chanted 
‘"shame and disgrace on the Israeli 
govemment.’” 

When the Muezzin called for 
Muslim noon prayers from 2 
nearby mosque, worshipers 


Compiled From Dispatthes 


TEHRAN — Thousandîs of Pales- 
tînians held a peaceful prayer PIO- 
test Friday on a disputed East 
Bait-ul-Moqaddas hill where Is- 
rael plans to build a large Jewish 
neighborhood. 


TEHRAN -- Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei saîd here on Thursday 
fhat Hajj ritual manifests the glory 


of Islam and serves to boost the _ 


morale of Muslims, 
In a meeting with officials in 


charge of Haj] pilgrimage, the . 


Leader said fhe Hajj ritnal is aimed 


global arrogance against hie world 
of Islam, Ayatollah Khamenei 
said, ‘Today, the arrogant POWEIS 
states where their interests are 
rhreatened by Islam, by imposing 
war, arming their opposition 
groups and exerting propaganda, 
economic, political and security 
on them.”* 

““Hostiry to Islam is a major 

policy being pursued by the arro- 


Sudım, Uganda, 

1aire, Efhiopia 

۰ 10 Open Peace 
“Tulks 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN ¬— Hxan’s. accredited 
ambassador. to Uganda, Seyed 
Mohammad Kazem Tabatabael, 
bere said that quadrilateral peace 
talks between Sudan. Uganda, 


TABATABAEI 


Zaire and Ethiopia are to be held 
in Kampala ig the near future. 

Spvaking in a2 exclusive inter- 

. {Conid or Pg. 14) 


MAECH 8, is 


in credit to the 
spent next year. 


Intl Exitbition of 
National Art Created by 
Women to Open Today 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — An Intemational ex- 
hibition on national arts created by 
women titled, “Art” is to open here 
today coincident with the Interna- 
tional Day of Women (March 8). 

The exhibition provides an al 
mosphere for cultural exchange 
among the women from different 
countries and a platform for pre- 
sentinğ moral and humane values 
and characteristics of different 
cultures: It is also to counter the 
destruciton of national identity 
through assimilation of cultures. 

Women from 30 countries will 
participate in the exhibition which 
is to be held in Andisheh Cultural 
Center bere March 9-10. 

Some of the participating coum- 
tries include Syria, Palestine, 
Thailand, Malaysia, China, Paki- 
stan, India, Sudan, South Africa, 
E Hı îa, Czech Rept 
lic, Italy, France, Romania, the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refngees (UNHCR) and 


tte to be 


(UNICER). 


ficials attended Iranian embassy 
in Sarajevo on Thursday to con- 
dole Iranian embassy staff on the 
recent quake in northwestem Ira- 
nian Province of Ardebil Bos- 
nian Federation ` Speaker along 
with deputy head of parliamentry 
representatives’ House and Bos- 
nian culture and edacation minis 
ter condoled with [ranian 
ambassador to Sarajevo on the 
natural disaster. 


A number of local. school si 
dents also offered help to the Ira- 
nian children at the quake-torn 

Austrian president also cabled 
a message of condolence to Presir 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani on thê 
earthquake in Ardebîl Province. 

The Austrian president's nes” 
sage voiced sympathy with E 
iranian people ad survivals of 
the disaster in Ardebil. 


, United Nations Children's Funé 


`` Asgar Owladi said that govera- 


ment has allocated Ris. 170 billion. 


TEHRAN TIMES 


ure is expected to double to 
RIis.400 billion next year. 


President ا‎ Praises Services of Inan Khomeini Relief Comitlet 


Tehran Tines Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani bere Thurs- 
day appreciated the services PrOo- 
vided by Imam Khomeini Relief 
Committee to the needy families. 

Speaking to the members of the 
Central Council of the committee 
on the occasion of its estab- 
lishment anniversary, the presi- 
dent said that foundation of the 
charity organization with a limited 
capital provided by people is 
amoug the honors of the Islamic 
Revolution. 

President Rafsanjani added that 
Iran has acquired valuable experi- 
ences in helping the needy families 
overcome their problems am is 
ready to offer the experiences tO 
other countries. 

Head of the committee Habi- 
bollah Asgar Owladi said at the 
meeting that the Iranian people 
donate RIs.200 billion in cash to 
the committee anmally. The fig- 


Kharrari: Tionists Not io Give Up Occupation Policies 


cation of historical facts but an 
insult to hıman conscience, said 
the Iranian official. 

He added that the whole Islamic 
countries are united on this posi- 
tion and the Organization of Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC), that 
owes its raison d'etre to the Mus- 
lims’ response to an act of arson 
agaiust Al-Aqsa Mosque in Bait- 
ul-Moqaddas, has always con- 
demned the Israeli practices in 
Palestine and called for liberation 


of the city of Al-Qods al-Sharif. 


The Iranian representative 
went on to say that the urgency of 
forceful action by the Security 
Council becomes all more impera- 
tive in the light of the fact that the 
leaders of Zionism entity are intent 
on building the new illegal settle- 
ments despite outrage of the local 
inhabitants and expression of con- 
demnation from all over the 
world. 

The Security Council should 
condemn, in the strongest possîble 
terms, the decision of Israel to 
build new settlements in Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas. It should also take the 
necessary measures, in accord- 
ance with the charter, to reverse 
this decision, Kharrazi concluded. 


Serbian President Calls For 
Expansion of Relations With Iran 


Tehran Tines Service 
TEHRAN — Serbian president 


told the visiting Iranian charge 


D’affaires in Beigrade of Serbia's 
relations with Iran. 
The Serbian president, mean- 


while, sent a message to Presi- 


dent Akbar Hashermî Rafsanjani, 
condoling him and the people of 
Iran on the earthquake disaster inu 
Ardebil. 

Meanwhile, Head of Tehran- 
Paris Parliamentary Friendship 
Association Patrick Devedhan 
sent on Friday a condolence mes- 
sage to the Iranian Ambassador to 
Paris Hamid Asefi on the recent 
quake ia Ardebil Province of 
Iran. Devedhan in the message 
expressed regret over the incident 
and voiced sympathy with sur- 
vivers of the tragic event. 

Also a number of Bosnian Of- 


ries to keep up its occupation poli- 
cies, Permanent Representative of 
Iran to the United Nations Kama! 
Kharrazi said on Thursday. 
Kharrazi made the remark 
while addressing an emergency 


` session of the UN Security Coun- 


cîl on the Israeli expansionist pol- 
icy, an IRNA report said. 

He added that the Zionists” pol- 
icy is being pursued in blatant con- 
travention of international law and 
in open defiance of clear provi- 
sions of mımerous United Nations 
resolutions, including those 
adopted by thie council itself. 

Kharrazi noted that under the 
prevailing circumstances in the af- 
tepmath of the Cold War, it is 
indeed very difficult to 8 
that violation of the most funda- 
mental principles of the interna- 
tional law could be perpetrated 
with such a sense of impunity. The 


ad e council adopted coo: 


sigence, we would not have faced 
the present calamity, he added. 

He contimred by saying that the 
recent decision of Israel to build 
6,500 housing units in Bait-ul-Mo- 
qaddas is also desigoed to change 
the Islamic character of the city in 
the continuous process of Judaiza- 
tion of the historic city of Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas which is sacred to all 
Muslimos. 

Khaîrazi said, "As the first 
Qibla of Muslims, Al-Qods al- 
Sharif has a special place in the 
heart of every Muslin, presuming 


well as dفناy‎ harassment of the 
Muslim inhabitants of the city, 
would fade away the love and de- 
votion of every Muslim to this 
holy city is only a pure illusion 
and, as such, out of touch with 
reality and, im the final analysis 
utterly impracticable.” 

History attests to the fact that 
Muslims have always comprised 
the majority of inhabitants in Bait- 
ui-Moqaddas and any claim to the 
contrary is not only a mere fabri- 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN ~— The blataut plots of 
the Zionist regime to expand set- 
tlements in fhe occupied territories 
of Palestine aim at changing the 
basic characteristics of the territo- 

UAE Sailors Rescued 
Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Five sailors from the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
were rescued by the Navy of the 
Islamic Rebir of Îran on Thurs- 

day. 

According to IRNA, the sail- 
ors" voyage bad gone wrong and 
their barge was sunk off Siri [s- 
land in the Persian Gulf. 
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In the Rame ol God 


with to the issue of 


` Recognition of Taleban, Violatio 
___ Of Human juman Righis 


Gra of the key members ıbers of the Taleban, Taleban, Mulla Vakil Ahamad 
Id the Islamabad-based News dailyThursday that his group 
was going to garner international support to receive recognition 
through its newly opened office in New York. He also said that the 
group is trying to convince the UN to allot Afghanistan’s UN seat 


Vakîl Ahmad also dîsdosed that the U.S. would reorganize his 
group if a few Islamic countries recognized it. 

The UN is wel aware of the Taleban’s atrocities against men and 
women in Afghanistan: Banning girls from attending schools and 
offices, forcing men to grow beard anıd follow odd instructions as 
well as banning filming and photograph of live objects, and liqui- 
dating the opposition are among some of the day-to-day affairs in 
Afghanistan under the Taleban. lf these are not violation of human 


As one of international advocates of human rights, the UN 
shoulders a very heavy responsibility 
Afghanistan. The world body should shun double-standard, for in 
some cases the UN Human Rights Commission condemns certain 
countries for slightest violation of human rights. 

The Islamic countries too shoulder a heavy responsibility in this 
regard. Indeed any recognition of the group by any Islamic country 
will be interpreted as arı approval of the heinous crimes of the 
group which are carried out in the name of islam. Hence recogni- 
tion of the Taleban will be a treason to Islamic countries. 

The responsibility of the Islamic countries becomes heavier as 
the U.S, has annourıced that its recognition of the group is subject 
to that of few Islamic countries. Therefore the recognition of 
Taleban by any Islamic country will practically pave the way for the 


We know that the Taleban have come to power in Afghanistan 
with the financial and moral support of the U.S. When the Taleban 
came to power Clinton withheld their recognition in order fo garner 
women’s votes in the presidential elections. 

Although the threat of losing women’s votes stands no more, the 
Taleban mistreatment of women is still in full swing. In case the 
U.S. recognizes the Taleban, the whole world will realize its dou- 
ble-standard in yet another clear instance of violation of human 
rights. The U.S. has allowed the group to open ani office in New 
York which is the first step towards its recagnition. 

ft should be borne in mind that recognition of the Taleban is 
itself a violation of human rights. 


to the Taleban. 


rights, then what are they? 


U.S. recognition. 


Zargar on Damages Inilicted on Ardebil Province 


international organizations bave 
contributed $380,000 in cash and 
in kind to the quake victims in 
Bojnourd. 

Some 88 people were killed and 
1,948 others injured while 11,000 
homes were destroyed in 173 vil- 
lages hy more than 40 percent. 
5.000 houses were leveled to 
ground and 21,000 head of live- 
stock were killed as a result of the 
quake in northeast of Iran. 


According to another report 
from Ardebil, Director General of 
the provincial Endowments and 
Charity Affairs Office Barat Mir- 
zaeî said on Thursday that some 
118 mosques were damaged as a 
result of the killer quake 

Talking to IRNA, Mirzaei said 
that of the mosques, 60 were cum- 
pletely destroyed and 58 others 
sustained damage hetween 30 and 
60 percent. 

Mirzatî put the wtal losses in- 
flicted on mosgues across the 
province at Ris. 15 billion. 


pleted within 48 hours after the 
tremor. 

Some 5,000 relief workers us- 
ing 350 light machinery, 120 
heavy machinery, four helicopters 
and over 100 ambulances continue 
rushing relief assistance to the vic- 
tims. 

So far, he said, more than 
10,000 tents, 30.000 blankets, 95 
tons of plastic sheets and 100 tons 
of foodstuff have been distributed 
among the quake victims in Arde- 
bil Province. 

Meanwhile, Zargar added that 
the quake which hit Bojnourd in 
northeast Iran on February 4 in- 
flicted Ris. 16,000 miltion damage 
in governmental sector and 75, 100 
million in non-governmental sec- 
tor. 

The Interior Ministry official 
said that RIs.5,000 million has 
been put at the disposal of the 
provincial Headquarters for Mini- 
mizing Effects of Natural Disas- 
terS. 

Norway, Japan, Italy and three 


Tehran Tires Service 


TEHRAN — Head of the interior 
Ministry"s Headquarters for Mini- 
mizing Effects of Natural Disas- 
ters, Rasoul Zargar, announced 
here Thursday that 12,000 housing 
units were damaged by between 40 
to 100 percent, while 105 educa- 
tional, 40 medical, 9 communica- 
tions establishments as well as 30 
water supply units were totally de- 
stroyed as a result of the last Fri- 
day quake in northwest Iran. 

A tremor with a magnitude of 
5.5 hit Ardebil Province killing 
over 966 persons and injuring over 
2,600 others. The quake was felt 
in four other provinces. 

Zargar added hat some 30 vil- 
lages out of he 99 damaged, are 
leveled to ground in the quake, 
IRNA reporwd. 

The prec : assessment of the 
damages will be made wxrhin the 
next few days. le said. 

Zargar said that temporary set- 
tlement ot quake victims was conı- 
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UN Chief Sends Condolence 
to President Rafsanjani 


Bukhari said in his condolence 
message to Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjanî, a copy of 
which was released to RNA, that 
he was shocked and deeply 
grieved to héar the news of un- 
precedented earthquake in Iran. 


“The devastation and the 
great loss of life suffered by the 
People of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran bas been the source Of fre- 
mendous sorrow for us, says the 
messagê. 


“I share your excellency’s 
sorrow and extend my deepest 
sympathies and condolences to 
your excellency and to all suffer- 
ing and bereaved Iranian broth- 
ers'", reads the message. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — Chief of Swedish 
Security Council calls the 
Majahedin Kbalgh Organization 
(MKO), known as “Munafeqin”" 
or hypocrties as one of the 21st 
terrorist groups existing in 
Sweden. 


Metro newspaper published in 
Stockholm quoted the Head of 
Swedish Security Cogncil as say- 
img on Thursday that there are 
groups in this country using Swe- 
den as a base for overseas violent 
operations and a place to store 
their weapons. 


The U.S. Secretary of State in 
1991 had called MKO a terrorist 


ou. 


NEW YORK — The UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
sent on Thursday a condolence 
message to President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani on February 
28 quake in the northwestern 
Iranian province of ArdebiL 

The message reads: [I was 
greatly saddened to learn of he 
devastation caused by recent 
earthquakes in the Islamic Repub- 
fic of Iran, and of the widespread 
human suffering that has re- 
sulted. 

It said the UN stood ready to 
assist Iranian government in any 
way possible, in the ongoing re- 
Kef efforts. 

Annan said that he had asked 
Mr. Yasushi Akashi, under-sec- 
retary- general for humanitarian 
affairs, to closely monitor the 
situation and to be ready to help 
serve as a channel for contribu- 
fons resulting from the ipterna- 
tional appeal issued by the Iranian 
government. 

He added that in that connec- 
tion, he had been informed that 
the department for humanitarian 
affairs, together with UNDP, 
UNCHR, UNFPA, WHO and 
WFP, had already jointly pledged 
ari initial assistance package 
worth $450,000. 1 


Concluding the message, An 
nan condoled with the people and 
the government of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran, and particularly 
with the families of the quake 


Meanwhile, Seyed Abdullah 
Bukhari, Imam (paryer leader) of 
Delhi Jama Masjid (Grand 
Mosque), today expressed his 
shock and grief at the great loss 
of life in the recent earthquake in 
Ardebil 
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Yemeni Minister: Iran, Best 


Model for Muslim World 


values and coordination among 
Muslim’ people in their struggle 
against blasphemy were important 
factors which would prove effec- 
tive in campaign against cultural 
encroachment of the enemies. 

Al-Qurshi, who arrived in Iran 
on Monday heading a delegation, 
termed outcome of his visit help- 
ful. 

He said that based on a memo- 
rarmlum of understanding, signed 
by him and the Iranian cultural 
officials in the course of the visit, 
Iran ard yemen would cooperate 
in improving their libraries, reno- 
vating mosques as well as histori- 

He added that Iran would coop- 
erate with Yemen in publishing a 
Yemeri Qoran at one of Iranian 
publication centers. 

(IRNA) 


SHAHR-E-REY — Yemeni 
Minister of Religious 


Endowfients and Guidance Ghalib’ 


Abû al-Kafi al-Qurshi said here on 
Thursday that having laid down 
the foundation of a new and 
progressive Islamic civilization, 
Irancan be a model for the Muslim 
world. 

Al-Qursbi said that Muslim 
world was in need of a practical 
pattern at .presert to revive the 
Islamic civilization and bring 
about Muslims’ renaissance and 
Iran could provide such a pattern. 

He said that attention to the 
holy Qoran, expansion of Qoranic 
sciences and struggle against inde- 
cencies were among Islamic vir- 
tues be observed in Iran during his 
stay. 

He added that unîty of the Mus- 
lim worid, promotion of religious 


Iran Ready to Help Solve 
Pakistan-India Dispute 


with India were not in any way 


does not mean that we are OPPOS- 
ing Pakistan,” he said. 

The deputy foreign minîster 
visited Iran’s Cultural Centre, 
which was target pf an attack by 


gunmen on February 20, leaving 


an Iranian diplomat and six Paki- 


ing which security measures 
taken by the government were 
discussed. Police have arrested 
five saspects in the case and Sar- 
madi expressed satisfaction with 
the pace of the investigation. 
(AFP) 


In the Name of god 


Esfahan Steel Plant 


INVITATION TO TENDER NO. 75/2 


Esfahan Stee! Co. affiliated to the Nafional Iranian Steel Co. intends to purchase 700,000 mt coking coal with the following specifications on 
FOB basis through international tender. 
Interested bidders may submit their signed & stamped offers in two separate sealed envelopes as follows utmost by the official closing time . 
on March 18, 1997 and obtain receipt 


MULTAN - Iran’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister, Morteza 
Sarmadi, has offered his 
country’s help to resolve the 
Kashmir dispute between India 
and Pakistan. 

Morteza Sarmadi said Iran 
supports a negotiated settlement 
to the Kashmir issue taking into 
account the wishes of the Kash- 

Speaking at a press conference 
here Thursday, the deputy mînis- 
ter reiterated Iran’s sympathy 
with the people in Kashmir and 
said Tehran would not support a 
solution which is not acceptable 
to the inhabitants. 

Sarmadi said Iran's good rela- 
tions and economic cooperation 


a) Envelope A to contain the technical data of the coking coal and a proforma - invoice without any price. 


b) Envelope Bto contain the FOB price and a bid bond guarantee (acceptable to Bank Melli Iran) for 5% of the quoted price. 


c) Specifications for 460,000 mt 


TM: 9.5% 

Ash: 8.0% +/- 0.3% 
Vol: 20-24% 

Sul: 0.6% +/-0.05% 
Csn: 8 typical 
Dilatation: 60 typical 
Fluidity: 350 typical 


NOTES: 


1- Terms of payment is by unconfirmed irrevocable LC. 
2- Bank charges outside Iran and the fees of inspection by an internationally recognized company will be for seller's account. 
3- Esfahan Steel Co. will be free to purchase a portion of the goods or the whole goods ard to accept or reject an offer or all offers. 


4 Bids submitted will be opened at the Supply Division of Esfahan Steel Co. at 9:30 a.m. on April 6, 1997. 


Bidders or their official representatives may attend the bids opening meeting. 

5- The entire 700,000 mt coal should be delivered within one year in 42,500 mt shipments. 
6- The specifications of the required coal are as follows: 
b) Specifications for 120,000 mt 


TM: 10% 


Ash: 8.5% max. 
Vol: 18-21% 
Sul: 0.8% max 


FSI: 89 


a) Specifications for 120,000 mt 
TM: 10% max. 
Ash: 6.5% max. 
Vol: 25-27.5% max. 
Sul: 0.5% max 
Fluidity: 1000 typical 
Dilatation: 80% 
FSi: 7.5 min. 


Interested bidders are requested to refer to one of the following addresses for submitting the said envelopes A & B: 
In Tehran: Office of the Esfahan Steel Co.'s Suppiy Division, Koocheh Shahed, Iarimkhan Zand Avenue, Vali-e Asr Sq., Tehran, 


Tel: 896103 


In Esfahan: 1. Office of the Esfahan Steel Co.'s Supply Division, First Floor of the Zob-e Ahan Parking, Takhti Sq., Esfahan, Tel: 


Fax: 031-325130 
Esfahan Sreel Co. 


205005 & 204035. 


2- Supply Division, 3rd Floor, Towhid Bidg., Esfahan Steel Co., Km 45 of Esfahan-Shahrekord Road, Esfahan, Tel: 324873 


Esfahan Steel Co. 


. Emami Kashani Praises 
oy Turkish President 


good "knowledge of and care 
about the vahıes that the people 
cherish, and that every institution 
in the country nrust acknowledge 
its debt to the people and respond 
to their acts of self-sacrifice. 


lations between Iran and Turkey 
saying the sitvation bad been 
solely the result of a conspiracy 
of the common enemies of the 


ing a delegation to Tehran to clear 
the small clouds in the relations 
of the two countries. 

The substitute leader of Friday 
congregational prayers also de- 
plored the unceasing spread of 
Zionist settlements or the occu- 
pied lands of the Muslims stress- 
ing that Zionism would 
eventually have to be destroyed 
root arl branch by a united Mus- 
2 Umma placing their trust in 

RNA) 


. earthquake of Friday, February 
: 2B,yand also appreciated the vol- 
„ Umfary donatians and conttibu- 
tions of the people nationwide to 


Iran, expressing’ 
confidence that the ranks and file 


of the citizens would turn out at 
dhe polls and cast their ballot for 
the candidate of their choice, avid 
thereby demonstrate their politi- 
cal matority. He said the admin- 
istrators of the stare should have 


Conference on 1 European 
Civilization, Islam Winds Up Work 


tinctîve compared to women in 
contemporary societies for their 
massive and continned presence 
at intemational circles. 

Yet Khaliji said that women 
constituted more than 45 percent 
of Iranian pupils and 34 percent 
of college students. (RNA) 


Iranian, Foreign 
Researchers Inspect 
Historical Honuments 

of Bushiehr 


BUSHEHR — A 21-member 


delegation, comprising 
researchers ard historians from 
Germany, Britain, the 


Netberlands, France, he U.S., 
Austria and Iran bave inspected 
historical monuments in this 
southern Iranian province over 
the past two days. 


The areas mostly visited by the 
group were battlefields in the first 
world war, including town of 
Delvar and Zayer Khazarkhan 
Castle at Ahrom. 


He said that he would compile 
several essays on struggles and 
life of Reisali Delvarîi and Zayer 
Khazarkbhan after his trip. 

(IRNA) 


PARIS — The Third 
International Seminar on 


Orgaqization of 'Ammar', sur- 
veyed the root canse of European 
civilizations’ development and 
Islam and mutual understanding 
between Europe avd the world of 


` Islam with a view to establishing 


favorabie relations between 
Europe anf the Moskim world... 

Iran was represented at the 
conference by Head of te Is- 
lamic Culture and Relations Or- 
ganization, Hojatoleslam 
Mohammadğ-Ali Taskhirî, the 
Secretary of Women Solidarity 
Association, Faezeh Hashemi 
aod he Chancellor of Allameh 
Tabatabaie University, Mohsen 
Khalijî. 

Addressing the audience, 
Mrs. Hashemi said hat m the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, women 
seriously contributed to various 
affairs at the highest! executive 
posts, ar universities and at Majlis 
to thie effect that there iS DO re- 
striction for their poliical and 
social activitizs. 

She said xat iranian women’s 
presence aş outstanding atk dis- 
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Iran-Doha Shipping Line Launched | Sanction Cost U.S. $790bn 
in Potential Exports 


Tehran Times Service ‘understandably reluctart to en- 
TEHRAN - President Clinton's ter into lovgxern commercial re- 
policy of using economic lationship with U.S. coropanies if 
sanctions as a political tool has the threat of sanctions looms. 
come under further fire from the Sanctions and exporz controls 
American business compıunity as Were said to have cost American 
a failed strategy that rebounds firms the rice market in Iran, en- 
U.S. firms im terms of lost trade. gine orders from the European 
. İn a pew report to the U.S. Airbus and infrastructure energy 
Congress, the National Associa- projects in China. 
tion of Marmfactorers estimated Since 1993, the U.S. was 
that 61 laws aml executive actions listed to have a dopted 22 meas- 
to punish, isolate or change he _ Ures to promote Iuman rights and 
behavior of 35 countries over the e Sg 
last four j, had cost the U.S. gola, Bosnia, Burma, Burundi, tilateral 
up to $790 lion in potential China, Croatia, Cuba, Gambia, 1 ا‎ 
exPOrtS. Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua, Ni- eîgn Trade Council in W. 

The effect had “yet to topple gera and Yugoslavia. ton lannchiog a campaign lei 
a targeted goverıment’" and the În addition, 14 laws or execu- month to counter the i 


leaders that sanctions are reel 
ineffective and- 
tive unless they have broad nıul- 


can companies is that such actions 
are not only damaging to trade 
relations but provoke hostility 
U.S. allies and enemies 


mines it is in the national interest 
to do so. 
Its report is part of increasing 


efforts by the U.S. business cOm- 


against Cuba, Libya and Iran, 
which ‘clearly violate nomerous 
international agreements,” it 


The National Association 


said. 


added problem was that once tive actions were imposed tımder use of trade sanctions by the Clin- 
: launched, sanctions were ““ex- the guise of combatting terrorism ton administration as a political 
Tehran Times Service merce and the Qatari Deputy E tremely difficult to terminate,’ against Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, wo . 

TEHRAN - A shipping line Minister of Economics andi and the port of Doha was the report, quoted by the Finmt- Nicaragua, North Korea, Sudan E 8 i a i 
e Iranian ports of Bushedr Td: Yusuf Hussein Kamal as launched with the navigation of [cial Times found. and Syria. posed by the U.S. against up to 

and Lengeh and Doha port in well as some other officials of the the passenger ship ‘Berelian’ Particularly abhorred by the Thıe National Association rec~ 50 percent of the world’s pop 1a. 
Wednesday two countries were present at a (diamond). The 1i6 pa U.S. resorting increasingly t0 ommended that proposed sanc- tion, often using the pretext of 
Qatar opened ceremony for launching of the esse 5 unilateral action was the use of tions be subjected to specific seeking policy changes ar dealing 

Mohammad Nabi Habibi, line, IRNA said. Chased by Iran's Valfajr-8 Ship- 1 

Iran’s Deputy Minister of Com. The express shipping line be. _ PÎ" Company. tries who are openly critical of 


E a E 
712,000 Tons of Minerals Extracted 
Since March 


Tehran Tirnes Service matite, worth $20,000, were also the complex’s production capac- munity to convince American 
extracted within the said period. ity to four million tons annnally, 
TEHRAN - A total of 712,194 In related news from Kerman, ho sald Trust Banks May Japan 1o0 Offer e $150 
tons of minerals, worth ing director of Golgohar The 2 
Rls.11.568 billion, have been gig dir : cuplex Tus presently link Jp With Postal 
Gd EOS GOVE 2 Iron Ore Mining Complex in the with a prodnction capacity of two E Aid 
quae ۴ ET city of Sirjan Mehdi Saqafi sail million tons a year. Savings in ergeny 
ea of th incial on Thursday that a plan was un- The mining complex, set up at 
E E derway to extend the mining com-  acostof300 million pius Rls. 200 Tehran Times Service Tora Tir Seks e EE ONE 
Abb Alî Iravani said on plex which once operational billion in a five-year period be- TEHRAN - Trust banks may seek | TEHRAN - Japan is soon t0 from various ¢ es continve Û ` 
day that the figure اا‎ would save $150 million for the tween 1989 and 1994, includes to lînk up with a large network of provide Iran with $150,000 as an to arrive for the quake victims, 
increase of 32 and 12.6 percent _ OMY anrmally. six mines with a total reserves of Automatic Teller Machines | emergency aid to survivers of The Turkish Red Crescent So- 7 
terms of weight and value respec- The plan aims to the increase 1,135,000,000 tons of iron ore. (ATM) for postal savings in the recent earthquake in ciety sent a truck carrying 100 
tively com 1 to the simil 5 SYP st future, the head of the Trust northwestern province of tents, 3,500 blankets, 75,000 
Hod ki jk NA 2 E €, Iraq to Boo Companies Association of Japan | Ardebil. syrings and large amount of 
; avanî said he minerals, - yal = said Thursday. Japanese Foreign Ministry an-  qedical equipment. 
chuding dimensional stones, gyp- ncdustrial Cooperation “Theoretically, it is possible | Bounced in Tokyo on Friday that Oman sent two plave-loads of 
sum, fire clay and bauxite, were Tehran Times Serivce for us to use thé powerful postal | Japan would soon rush 30 million  rejief supplies to the quake vic- 


col signed between Baghdad and savings’ network,” Shozo Endo, yens worth of tents and blankets 


raha E TEHRAN - An industrial ® E the Egyptian who is also president of Chuo Î to the Iraiian province, IRNA Saudî Arabia announced that it 
delegation from Iraq led by the a ported, as quoted DY Trust and Banking Co., told a | reported. - has sent a plane-load of medical 
chairman of the industrial union The regular news conference, as Scores of relief and trade com- and relief supplies to Ardebil. 
UK Donates Adnan-el-Kudus is due to arrive Iraqi side has expressed quoted by an IRNA-Kyodo- Î panies had earlier referred to the Tumisia and Jordan as well as | - 
in Cairo on March 15 on a _ iS Wish to import Egyptian prod- OANA dispatch. Iranian Embassy in Tokyo, call- several neighboring counties are | 
Pnds.125,000 for week-long visit to Egypt to boost . o a EGA sed But he ruled out the possibility Î ing for expedition of relief teams etch xefief aid t0 dhe qoalke 
bilateral industrial cooperation. 2 medicine. of an immediate linknp of their | to the quake-torn areas. 
Earthquake Vietims Mahdouh Thabet Deputy Egypt wants to establish a ATM network and that for postal An earthquake measuring 5.5 hice relief organizations in 3 
۱ Chairman of the Egyptian Indus- trade center iı Baghdad and an savings, saying, ““we are not con- | on the richter scale jolted Ardbl Japan have announced readiness 
Tehran Times Service trial Union said the Iraqi delega- Egyptian trade delegation is ex- sidering that scenario for the pre- | last Friday, February 28, 1977, to’ send relief supplies to the » 
TEHRAN - The British On would discuss and follow up pected to visit Iraq later his sent.” killing 965 and injuring hındreds  quake-victims of Ardebil. 
government announced Thursday the industrial cooperation proto- month, Thabet said. 
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LDP Mulls Law Requiring 
Farmers to Cut Rice Output 


November 1995 and basıcally 
guarantees the freedom in farm 
production, agriculture observers 
say. 

Such a measure will also spur 
strong opposition from farmers, 
they added. 

Japan has been implementing 
a policy of reducing the acreage 
of rice under cultivation in order 
to control the balance of rice sup- 
ply and demand. 

Recently, however, farmers in 
Kochi prefecture and the town of 
Towa in Iwate prefecture an- 
nounced that they will not comply 
with the government’s policy. In 
doing so, they will lose govern- 
ment subsidies for cutting rice 
acreage, but expect income from 
rice production to offset losses. 

The Japanese Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Ministry 
has maintaiued that it will con- 
tinue to ask for farmers” coopera- 
tion with the existing regulations. 


د 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - A Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) panel on 
the issue of rice production will 
consider drafting a law requiring 
farmers” cooperation with the 


government's rice production 


restraint policy, the group 
members said Thursday. 

This was decided following 
statements by some farmers that 
they will no longer cooperate 
with government policy, the 
members said, as quoted by an 
IRNA-Kyodo-OANA dispatch. 

Toshikatsu Matsuoka, leader 
of the LDP’s Agriculture and 
Forestry Division, said, ‘“if the 
number of such farmers in- 
creases, the situation will get out 
of control and will trouble both 
agricultural producers and con- 
sumers."” 

If such a law is enacted, it will 
contradict the spirit of the na- 
tion's food law which took effect 


that it was donating 
Pnds.125,000 ($200,000) 
towards helping the victims of 
last week’s devastating 
earthquake in the northwestern 
Iranîan province of Ardebil. 

The Overseas Development 
Agency (ODA) said that the 
money will go to the UN Depart- 
ment of Humanitarian Affairs for 
providing food anl supplies such 
as shelter and blankets, IRNA 


sisıance to help cope with the 


‘The death toll has risen to over 
1,000, with more than 2,600 in- 
jured anl 36.000 left homeless. 

The ODA said on Wednesday 
that it was in contact with the UN 
coordinating agency in Geneva to 
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GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany: FC Schalke 04’s Olaf Thon (I) tries score past FC Valencia’s Romero during‏ 


their EFA Cup quarter final match here. Schalke won 2-0. 


Olympic Short-List 
for 2004 


Lausanne -- the international 
Olympic committee named Atb- 
ens, Rome, Stockholm, Buenos 
Aires and cape town on a short-list 
for the 2004 games here on Friday. 

A final decision will be taken 
on September 5. Istanbul, Lille, 
Rio DE Janeiro, San Juan, Seville 
and st Petersburg lost Out. 

A panel of 14, three of whom 

”are not IOC members, had given 
each of the 11 candidates a 40- 
minute hearing on Thursday. They 
also had in front of them a 350 
page report assessing the strengths 
and weakness of each candidate 
drawn up by former Olympic 
fencer Thomas Bach of Germany. 

International Olympic Com- 
mittee president Juan-Antonio 
Samaranch had been forced to de- 
fend the bidding process after 
mounting complaints from the 
candidates. 

"We want to keep costs down, ” 
he said. "There is always a winner 
and a loser. You havê to accept it." 

Athens, Rome, Buenos Aires 
and Stockholm probably scored 
more points for projects which 
were seen in Bach's report as 
"well-conceîved", "well-located” 
and “very precise". 

Cape town, which suffers from 
what was seen as a high crime rate 
and the perception that south Afri- 
cans feel 2004 is too early for he 
country, was a surprise addition to 
an enlarged five-cîity short-list. 

Many observers expected only 


four bids to battle it out for he 


games. 

Bach's report on Istanbul had 
bristled with "more details re- 
quired. " 

Lille is another city which 
faled to convince while Rio suf- 
fered from its massive social prob- 
lems. (AFD 


Soeeer Stars Face 
Retrial in Britain 
LONDON — Former Liverpoc} 
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar and 
three co-defendants will be retried 
on charges that they fixed top- 
level soccer matches, Britain's 
Crowa Prosecution Service said 
on Thursday. : 


(Reuters) 


Football Fiorentina Are 
.on Their Way 


Just 24 bours after FC Porto 
were humiliated by Manchester 
United in the champions league, 
Portugal's other great European 
hope now have a mountain to 
climb in Florence in two weeks’ 


LISBON — Fiorentina took a giant 
step towards a place in the Euro- 
pean Cup winners cup semi-finals 
here on Thursday night, when they 
swept to a 2-0 victory over Ben- 
fica. 


Francesco Baiavo scored just time. 

f “time and ski 
ibriel Bacianta added a second The Iralians had most of de 
goal in the final mimwte to put _ POSSeSsion and deserved the resule 
Fiorentina firmly in control of the PF Ever letting up their search for 
quarter-final, second-leg show- another goal in the second-half. 
down. AFP) 

. 
Formula One Australian 


Grand Prix Faces Strike Chaos 


ıe union which he said would 
severely damage Australia’s inter- 
national reputation. 

Prime Minister John Howard 
said: "It’s been a long time since 
I've seen anything as stupid or as 
bloody-minded in Australia as 
what the trade unions in Victoria 
are doing at the moment. " 

(AFP) 


MELBOURNE, Australia — A 
crippling public transport strike is 
expected to throw this weekend's 
Australian Grand Prix into chaos 
after talks Friday failed to settle a 
pay dispute. 


Victorian State Premier Jeff 
Kennett described the strike as "an 
act of treachery and betrayal" by 


Soccer: Munich, City of United Tragedy, 
Now Beckons Dreamers 


Belgrade, crashed on takeoff after 
refuelling in Munich and 23 peo- 
ple were killed — including eight 
members of the Busby Babes, as 
Matt Busby’s young talented side 
were known. 


Now, following Unzted’s over- 
whelming 4-0 victory against 
Porto in the first leg of their Euro- 
pean Cup quarter-final on 
Wednesday night, United have 
been installed as second favorites 
behind Juventus to reach this 
year’s final, which is being staged 
in Munich. 

(Reuter) 


MANCHESTER - Manchester 
United's dream of becoming Euro- 
pean champions could become a 
reality in Miünich on May 28, the 
city which witnessed the greatest 
tragedy in the club’s history. 

On February 6, 1958 the plane 


carrying the United party back 
from a European Cup match in 


South Korea 
Defeated Iran 3-1 
in Soccer 


Therar Times Service 


Tehran -— South Eorea’s Poohanğg 
playing in the Asian Soccer Clubs 
Cup semi-finals in Malaysia yes- 
terlay swept to a 3-1 victory over 
Iran’s Piroozi. 

Park Tae Ha scored the first 
goal during the 9h minute and 
SaeOh Hyun Woonadded a second 
goal in the SSth minute while he 
former scored a third goal in the 
84th minute, IRNA reported yes- 
terday. 

Iraq is scheduled to play South 
Korea’s Hoi Chun Ma in a match 
the winner of which is expected to 


` play against Piroozi. The winner 


will earn the third title. 
Alpine Skiing 
Super-G Leaves 
Wiberg in Limbo 
MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN. 
California — High winds forced a 
four-and-a-half hour delay to the 
women’s world cup super-giant 
slalom here Thursday, leaving 
Pernilla Wiberg still with one hand 
on the coveted overall trophy. 
International Ski Federation 
(FIS) officials were hopeful of 
completing the pemltimate super- 
G of the season, despite winds 
gusting up to 50 km/h on the 
2,012m Mammoth Mountain 
course. 
Wiberg, with 1,555 points, was 


poised to claim the overall title, 


needing only to finish ahead of 
1996 overall winner Katja Seizin- 
ger of Germany, her nearest rival 
with 1,004 points. 


Thursday's super-G and the . 


slalom scheduled for Friday were 
the last two races before the World 
Cup finals in Vail, Colorado, 
March 12-16. In the event that 
either race is cancelled aml not 


` rescheduled, Wiberg would auto- 


matically claim the overall crown. 
She also entered the Mammoth 
races leading the slalom and super- 
giant slalom standings. The 26- 
year-old Swede said her success 
this seasou was due to intense 


Australian 
Grand Prix 
Practice Times 


MELBOURNE, Australia -- 
Times after practice for Sunday's 
season-opening : Australian For- 


Park here Friday. 

1. Michael! Schumacher (Ger) 
Ferrari one mirmte 32. 496 sec- 
onds (average speed 206.357 
kmh/128.227mph). 

2. Heinz-Harald Frentzen 
(Ger) Wıliams Renauk 1:32. 910. 

3. Jean Alesi (Fra) Benetton 
Renault 1:33.255. 

4. Jacques villeneuve (Can) 


, Willams Renault 1:33. 371. 


5. Ralf Schumacher (Ger) Jor- 
dan Peugeot 1:33. 437, : 

6. Eddie Irvine (GBr) Ferrari 
1:34. 157, 

7. Gerhard Berger (Aut) Benet- 
ton Renault 1:34. 271 AF 


Japanese Team, Charpion of 10 Day Dan Table Tenis Events 


menia, Japan and two Iranian 
reams attended the contests which 
started bere Saturday. 

Fajr, an Iranian team, stood 
second followed by Rusia; 


ISFAHAN -- Japanese team won 
the rirle of the 10-day-dawn table 
tennis contests which ended here 
Wednesday. 


China, Russia, Pakistan, Ar- 


PSC’s Nightmare Continuies 
PARIS - Paris St Germain, riding high just a few wèeks ago, were 
jeered off the pitch by. frustrated fans after being held to a 


disappointing 0-0 draw by Greek opponents Aek Athens in the 
ا‎ .their European Cup winners cup quarter-final 

u u. 1 ا‎ 
The French Tı holders, who have been struggling badîy ever 
Juventus 


since being humiliated in the European Super Cup 
last month, 


had been hoping to make up for their shock 


` |elimînation from the French Cup atthe hands of a fourth division 


sîde last weekend. But they had [ttle to offer against Aek. Poor 
finishing and some fine gûalkeeping by the visitors’ Ilias 
Aimatzidis, left PSG a mountain to climb in Athens in two weeks 


time. 
In thursday’s other games Fiorentina, Liverpool and Barcelona. 
all had the after their first-leg s . Fiorentina’ 


against 
early shock to beat visiting Aik Solna of Sweden 3-1. 
Celtic. Wreck Rangers Hopes 
ÖLASGOW: Celtic ended rangers hopes with a 2-0 quarter-final 
Scottish Cup victory here Thursday — their first win over their 
arch-rivals in nine matches. A header and a Paolo 
Di Canio penay irı the first 18 minutes sealed the match. Celtic's 
triumph wilî boost the side's hopes of a first league and cup 
‘double’ since 1988. With the premier division Derby to come 
on March 16 back at Parkhead. Rangers, who are chasing their 
ninth successive league crown, currently lead Celtic by five 
points in the title race. 4 
‘Match-Fir’ Footballers Face New Trial 
LONDON: The three footballers accused of match-fixing are to 
be refried. The first trial of Bruce Grobbelaar, John Fashanu and 
Hans Segers along with London-based Malaysian businessman 
Heng Suan Lim ended when a verdict was not reached on 
Tuesday. The original trîal, which lasted seven weeks, followed 
a year loar esila by British police into an alleged betting 
syndicate based in East Asia. 1 
The prosecution claimed lim was its representative in Britain. 
Former Liv keeper Gı „ 39, ex-Wimbledon 
striker John Fashanu, 34, ex-Wimbledon keeper Hans Segers, 35, 
and Lim, 31, denied conspiring to give and. accept corrupt 
payments. : 1 
United Want Ferguson Nert Century 
MANCHESTER; ' England: Manchester United chief Martin 
Edwards has said he wants alex ferguson to lead the dub well 
into the next century. He made the stafement after hailing the 
club's 4-0 demolition of Porto in fhe European champions cup 
as one of their greatest triumphs. 


TENNIS 

` Seeds Safely Through 
ROTTERDAM, Netherlands: Top-seed Goran Ivanisevic, 
Wimbledon champion Richard Krajicek and fourth-seeded 
Thomas Enqvist came safely through their second-round 
matches in the $750,000 ATP tournament here Thursday. 
Ivanisevic, winner at Milan last weekend, defeated French Davis 
Cup player Guillaume Raoux 7-5, 6-7 (5/7), 6-3 while Krajicek, 
who is seeded to play him in Sunday's final beat German David 
Prinosil 7-6 (9/7), 7-6 (7/5). ۰ 

Moya and Woodruff Win 
SCOTTSDALE, Arizona: Third-seed Carlos Moya of Spain 
recovered after a slow start to beat Norway's Christian Ruud 4-6, 
6-4, 7-6 (7/1) in the second-round of the $303,000 ATP 
teurmament here on Thursday. 


BOXING 


boxing after being in the fifth round by Hector "Macho" 
Camacho اام ج‎ hîs mind on تسیا‎ 


GOLF 
Littte-Knoıwn Australian Sets the Pace 


Morocco: Australian rookie Stephen Allen carded a‏ ا 


67 here on Thursday to lead by one-stroke after 
the first round of the Moroccan open. Allan, in his first year as a 
professional, played steadily with sîx birdies and only one 
on his card to finish one shot clear of American Boþ May, 
Africa's Cliofon Whitelaw and Scotland's Andrew Coltart, who 


all scored 68s. 
SKIING 
Can Only Waitt 
MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN, CA: Pernilla Wîberg will have to wait 
af least one more day for her chance to inch the women’s world 


cup overall cowr after high winds postponed the super-giant 
lom here until iy itaet Skî Federation officials 
were still hoping to stage both the super-GĞ and a slalom on 
Friday. They are the last two races before the World Cup finals 
in Vail, Colorado, March 12-16. 


CRICKET 
Lara and Hooper Thwart Indians 
KINGSTON, Jamaica: A century fourth-wicket stand between 
Briar Lara and Carl Hooper lifted West Indies fo a formidable 
300 for four against ladia on the first day ofthe first test at Sabina 
Park here Thursday. Lara (83) and hooper (87 not out) shared a 
147-run parinership. 
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YELTSIN... 


"In wmifying our efforts, the 
two states will actively try in ie 
future to bring about a global se- 


. visit to Moscow by NATO Secre- 


tary General Javier Solana on Sun- 
day. 
Russia opposes NATO's plans 


E 
artee from the military alliance 
at is secuty will not be put 


EUROPE .... 
inability to stimulate growth,” he 
Says. 

While the . United States was 
able to boost jobs through 
expansionist policies, Europe has 
been stack with ight budgets, and 
until recently strong currencies 
and ligh interest rates. 

Hope for Growth After 


Growth would in tarn give 


forces fhe terror of unemployment 
that currently pParalyses them , 


salary,” he 


we are old cultures. We need los . 
of timê 'to adapt,” said Bak of . 


France board member Paul 


ures ... wþîck alter the facts ou the 
ground, pre-emnpt the final status 
negotiations {(bDerween Israel aod 
the Palestinians), and have nega- 
tive implications for the Middle 
East peace prOCESS. . 

It would also call or Israel (O 
ا و و و‎ 
tions under the fourth Geneva 
Convention, which bars settle- 
ments i occupied territories, and 
would urge all parties to press 
ahead with the peace process. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


date as a gesture of honoring its 
committment before the nation. 
Yazdi wili offer his action plan 
in political, economic and admin- 
istrarive areas soon, the FMI said. 
Meanwhile, Minîster of the In- 
terior Ali Mohammad Besharati 
said that the Guardians Councal 
has approved to hold the presiden- 
tial elections on May 23. He said 
that registration of the carklidates 
would start from April 21. 
Majlis speaker Ali Akbar 
Nateq Nouri, former Minister of 
Culture and the Islamic Guidance 
Mohammad Khatami, Deputy 
eme e 
Zavarei, Secretary-General of the 
Association for Defending the 
Vanes of fhe Islamic Revolution 


ion of the Islamic Associations of 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
VELAYATI... 


. Velayati’s letter was submitted 
to the secretary general on Thors- 
day by the Iranian Representative 
to the United Nations’ Headquar- 
ters in New York Majid Takht 


its expavsionist policies in the re- 
gion in clear violation of the 
United Nations Charter, princi 
pies of dhe inicrmaonal Hor aj 
other international regulations. 
Velayati also said that the 
events in recent years such as the 
Aš-Kkalil massacre, frequent milî- 
tary incursions into southern 


cal statas of Palestine, and the holy 


city of Al-Qods in particular, 


relations. 

Asked to comment on the con- 
tents of these messages, he said 
that the messages concerned 
peace, friendship and regional se- 
curity. Indeed Iran and its Arab 
neighbors share a house, Le., the 
Persian Gulf and all residents of 
the house will benefit the develop- 
ment of the region, he said, add- 
ing, the enemies try to sow discord 
among therm and fish in the troa- 
bled water. 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 


view with the Tehran Times, 
Tabatabaei uvderlined that the 
idea of holding talks at he minis- 
terial level was initiated by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Tabatabaei, who is also Iran's 
ambassador to Kenya, further 
elaborated on the Tehran-Nairobi 


derstanding sigued in Nairobi 
during President Rafsanjani’s visit 
tıere last year. 

Tabatabaei revealed that the 
lran-Kenya Joint Economic Com- 
mission is slated to open in Tehran 
and that he expects it to further 
expand bilateral relations particu- 
larly ir the fields of tourism, oil, 


here are plans to set up an Iran- 
frtiendlshi 


association in the capitals of both 
countries in the near future, 

He said the association would 
work at finding legal avenues to 
bring the parliaments of both 
countries closer. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 


THOUSANDS... 


be stopped,’’ warned Faisal 
Husseini, the top Palestinian 


be mobilized for at any time 

should Israel not five up to prom- 

ises made in the peace accords. 
The Security Council con- 


lagely Arab East Baitıul-Moqad- 


The draft woukd call on Israci 
to refrain from all actions or meas- 


a 


cuuntries can only soften the lan- 
guage of the statement. 

The issue of Iranian islands is 
one of the issues which is incorpo- 
rated in the council's statements 
under the pressure of a regional 
country and influence of certain 
foreign countries despite the fact 
that all the regional countries 
maintain that overplaying of the 
issue will not be to the benefit of 
the region and its future. 

Elaborating on the recent meet- 
ing with Sultan Qaboos Bin Said, 
and the latest developments in Te- 
hbran-Muscat relations, Yaqubi 
noted that the two comtries offi- 
cials are for promoting the climate 
of mutual understanding and secu- 
rity in the region. To create an 
atmosphere of mutual under- 
standing in the region, the two 
countries’ officials bave ex- 
changed views on various issues 
and they share common views 


ter for Cabinet Affairs, Fakd Bin 
Taymour said, in an interview re- 
cently published in Japan, reiter- 
ated the stance of Oman and the 
need for participation of all re- 
gional countries in the security ar- 
rangement of the region, he said. 

Yaqubi went on to say that the 
exchange of views between the 
two countries’ officials will be to 
the benefit of the region as a 
whole. 


history of the region. This is cor 


and one of its neighbors in the 
Persian Gulf. 


Foreign Mimister Ali Akbar 
Velayati of Iran, Majlis Speaker, 
Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri and IRIB’s 
Head, Ali Larijani to visit Muscat 
are expected to visit Oman on fhe 
invitation of their Omani counter- 
parts. The Omanese Defense Min- 
ister is also to visit Iran at the 
iuvitation of his Iranian counter- 
part, Forouzandeh. 

On the recent allegations 
launched by the U.S. against Iran 
and its warrings to the Persian 
Gulf Littoral Arab States, Yaqubi 


` cials of all of hese countries and 


Iranian officials underlines the 
growth of this trend. Only Babrain 
lags behind but given the recent 
remarks of the Bahraini Emir, it is 
expected that we witness certain 


` level of improvement in bilateral 


Israeli Withdrawal Announcemeni 
“g Game of Deceif’” 


arew swift condemnation from 
Palestinian officials, who de- 
scribed it as insufficient and de- 
ceitful. 

Saeb Erakar. a leading Palestin- 
ian peace negotiator, said the Is- 
raeli announcement was “a game 
of deceit,” because all but two 
percent of the territory concerned 
was already under Palestinian ci- 
vilian control. 

“Geographically speaking, the 
actually transfer of land is only 
two percent, '" he told AFP. “They 
are trying to deceive the world by 
saying it’s nine percent." 

“Israel is trying to impose its 
own kind of peace, this is not the 
Peace we agreed upon, ’” he said. 

Netanyahu had previously 
stated that he would only turnover 
two percent of additional land to 
the Palestinians in a first phase to 
be completed by Friday under an 
accord signed in Jaımary. 

(AFP) 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — The 
Israeli Cabinet approved plans 
overnight, after seven hours of ar- 
duous debate, to withdraw troops 
from arı additional nine percent of 
the West Bank as part of self-rule 
agreements with the Palestinians, 
officials said. 
` Netanyahu's pullback plan was 
approved by 10 votes to seven over 
` the strong objections of right-wing 
hardliners who oppose handing 
over more land and have repeat- 
edly tûreatened to withdraw from 
the goveming coaliton over he 
issue. 

The withdrawal would none- 
theless maintain Israeli control of 
all West Bank roads and land 
around settlements and would not 
link up the isolated self-rule towns 
into large blocs of Palestinian 
Anatonomy, israeli public radio 
said. 


The pullback, expected to ima- 
plement in the next 48 hours, 


However it seems that the re- 
gional countries are coming to 
their senses, he said adding that 
foresight and realism are becom- 
ing a salient feamıre of regional 
politics. 

Until very recently Tehran had 
either no relations with the re- 
gional countries or it bad a low- 
level relations with them. But 
today Iran's relations with its 
neighbors are at the highest level 
and it is boosting its multilateral 
economic and cultural relations. 

On the reasons for the PGCC 
insistence to issue biased state- 
ments and take hostile stands 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Yaqubi stressed that unfortu- 
nately, the PGCC is he only or- 
ganization in the world which 


the region instead of trying to 
cial relations with the whole 
world, especially with the neigh- 
boring countries. 

As a matter of fact only one or 
two members of the council, in 
cooperation with certain outsid- 
ers, force the council to take such 
positions. According to the coun- 
cil’s charter every member state 
has the authority to incorporate the 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 
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gional countries, but some of the 
regional countries or the PGCC as 
a collection, have taken the most 
unfavorable stands against the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran, the Iranian 
ambassador to Muscat said, add- 
ing that Iran's willingness to make 
friendship with these countries 
stems from its brotherhood feeling 
and nothing else. A country which 
has thwarted the plots of the big 
powers is capable of defending it- 
self against any other country. 

Yaqvbi said hat the strategic 
mistake of certain regional COoun- 
tries has its roots in their misjudg- 
ment to the Islamic Revohıtion and 
the biased propaganda launched by 
the global arrogance to tarnish the 
image of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 


Certainly, their great mistake 
was the help and support they rer- 
dered to the Iraqi regime during 
the (1980-88) Iraqi war against 
Iran. They themselves created a 
terrible monster for control of 
which they were forced to pay 
$200 billion to the big powers, he 


EL AVIV — U.S. Ambassador Martin Indyk threatened to 
punch a right-wing member of ksraels Parliament who 
called him a “Kike” because of his support for peace agreements 
with the Palestinians, U.S. officals said Friday. 
¬ The undiplomatic exchange occurred Thursday during a cere- 
. mony ir memory of slain Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 
Indyk took legislator Rehavam Zeevi aside ts complain over 


remarks last month in which the israeli called the American envoy 
a “Kîke,” a pejorative term for Jew. 
The [sraeli newspaper Yediot Aharonodı reported the following 
between the two men which was confirmed by a spokes- 
man for the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv: 
Indyk: “The last time somebody alfed me a Kike was when I 
was 15 years old and |i punched him in the face.” 


Zeevi: “Well, try it, you Kike.” 


Indyk: “You're a disgrace to your people.” 

Zeevî: “You're a son of arbitch.” 

The Yedîot Aharonoth reported that Indyk froze under the 
insult and that other members of Parliament intervened to end 


AFP) 


the standoff. 
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Hong Kong to Send More 
Deputies to China Congress 


ties 36, Xinhua quoted Cao Zhi, a 
senior member of Parliament, as 
saying. 

An election committee under 
the supervision of senior MPS 
would be set up to select Hong 
Kong deputies for the next session 
of the Congress by he end of 
Jamary 1998, Cao said. 

China's Parliament has nearly 
3.000 members. The body has lit- 
tle real power and its main role is 
to endorse policies drafted by 
communist rulers. 

Beijing, which has pledged to 
allow Hong Kong a high degree of 
autonomy for 50 years after the 
transfer of power, has said it will 
scrap the territory’s own elected 
legislature and replace it with an 
appointed provisional body .(Reuter) 


BEING — Hong Kong will send 

eight more delegates to China's 

Parliament next year, the official 

Xinhua news agency said on 
y. 

It said the territory, which re- 
verts from British to Chinese rule 
on July 1, will be entitled to send 
36 deputies to the National Peo- 
ple"s Congress next year com- 
pared with 28 now. 

Based on its population of 6.31 
million people, Hong Kong would 
normally be entitled to 29 dele- 
gates, but it will be given addi- 
tional seats due to its designation 
as a Special Administrative Re- 
gion (SAR). 

Given the special status of the 
SAR, an extra seven is added, 
making the total number of depu- 
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India and Pakistan to Resume 
Talks on March 28 


Yemeni Socialist 
Party to Boycott 
April Elections 


SAN’A, Yemen — Yemen's So- 
cialist Party, which for years ruled 
the south of the country, has de- 
cided to boycott the Parliament 
elections set for April, party offi- 
cials said Thursday. 

The party"s Central Committee 
reached the decision at a meeting 
Wednesday night after weeks of 
dîşcussion. The move had been 
recommended by the party's sec- 
retary-general, Ali Saleh Abbad, 
who is widely known as Muqbil. 


Fifty-seven members of the 
committee supported. the boycott, 
32 opposed and one member ab- 
stained, party officials a 


Japanese Envoy Confers With 
Assad on Red Army 


turn to Tokyo from Syria on 
Friday. He did not say if the envoy 
would meet other Syrian officials. 

The detention of the Red Army 
suspects had been mired with con- 
fusion since Hashimoto said in TO- 
kyo on February 18 that members 
of the group where arrested in 


` Lebanon’s eastern Bekaa valley. 


Lebanese sources at first CON- 
firmed the arrest but later said they 
were not holding any Japanese. 

On Monday Japan indicated it 
no longer expected to get the Red 
Army suspects immediately but 
hoped for extradition after Leba- 
nese justice runs its course. Japan 
and Lebanon do not bave an extra- 
dition agreement. 

Kourieh said Hirabayashi also 
conveyed an invitation for Assad 
to visit Japan at a date to be de- 
cided later, which the Syrian 
leader accepted. (Reuter) 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Bait-ul-Moqaddas (Feb. 26): Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu shows on a map of Bait-ul-Moqaddas the place of the 
Har Homa neighborhood in Bait-ul-Moqaddas office. Netanyahu 
announced after a ministerial meeting that the government had 
given the green light to building the first 2,500 homes for Jews in 
the Har Homa, the 1 1th Jewish suburb of east Bait-ul-Moqaddas, 
despite Palestinian threats of a violent backlash if the project went 


some 35,000 troops. The five Red 
Army suspects — phıs three other 
Japanese expected to be freed on 
Thursday — were arrested last 
month ip Lebanon. 

Judicial sources in Beirut said 
on Wednesday Lebanon would 
charge the five suspects on Thurs- 
day with passport forgery and 
other offences that carry sentences 
of up to three years in jail. 

Diplomats said the forgery trial 
was a compromise formula to 
avoid their immediate extradition 
to Japan. The Red Army, founded 
in 1971, is allied to anti-Israeli 
Palestinian factions. 

The five alleged guerrillas were 
identified as Kazua Tobira, 44, 
Harnıo Wako, 48, Mariko 


Yamamoto, 56, Masao Adachi, 57 

and 49-year-old Kozo Okamoto. 
A Japanese Embassy spokes- 

man said Hirabayashi would re- 


ahead. 


DAMASCUS — A Japanese en- 
voy discussed the fate of five sus- 
pected members of the Japanese 
Red Army beld in Lebanon with. 
Syrian President Hafez al-Assad, 
officials said on Thursday. 
Assad's spokesman Joubran 
Kourieh said Hiroshi Hirabayashi, 
chief foreign policy adviser to 
Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashi- 
moto, delivered an unspecified 
message from the Japanese leader 
during the Wednesday night meet- 


img. 
The Japanese envoy tok re- 
porters after talks with Syrian For- 
eign Minister Farouq al-Shara 
earlier on Wednesday thar he pre- 
sented ideas about the Red Army 
suspects. He said Japan would 
wait to see what judicial measures 
the Lebanese government took. 
Syria is the main foreign power 
broker in Lebanon where it has 


dominately Muslim state in largely 
Hindu Iudia. Pakistan, a Muslim 
state, says it only gives diplomatic 
زا‎ to the Kashmiri separa- 


ra E 
We do not want any confrontation 
with, our neighbors,” Prime Min- 
ister H.D. Deve Gowda told Par- 
Tiament on Thursday. “We hope 
the official level talks will yield 


Since Nawaz: Sharif’s election 


tious issues first to help improve 
e before taking on Kash- 


making mıclear weapons, have 
fought ree wars since they be- 
came independeût in 1947, two of 
them over Kashmir, a territory 
now divided between them. Bor- 


Pakistan. wants the people in 
India’s part of Kashmir to be al- 
lowed to vote on whether to re- 
main under Ney Delhi's control. 
_  Îndîa accuses Pakistan of arm- 
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NEW DELH, India — Three 
years after talks broke down over 
a territorial dispute, India and 
Pakistan are to resume NeEOtia- 
tions March 28, officials said 

The talks, îh New Delhî be- 
tween Inkian Foreign Secretary 
Salman Haider and lis Pakistanî 
counterpart Shiamshad Ahmad, 
wî last until March 31, a Foreign 
Office statement in New Delhî 
said on Timrsday. 


Haider and Ahmad, each fhe 
top Civil servant in theîr countries” 
foreign ministries, will try to clear 
the way for meetings between pol- 


Relations have been tense since 
negotiations broke down in Jana- 
ary, 1994. 

The two countries, capable of 


Yelisin Says NATO Expunsion Plans Curry 


dent Alexander Lukashenko on 
Friday to discuss further integra- 
tion steps. 

Moscow would certainly call 
the shots in any union with Be- 
larus, a fact which is likely to 
cause anxiety in would-be NATO 
member Poland as well as in the 
Baltic states to the north of Be- 
Jarus. It is not clear how NATO 
would react. 

Yeltsin told a visiting European. 
Union delegation on Monday the 
EU should take a more construc- 
tive approach to Belarus and said 
Russian-Belorussian integration 
had a lot further tO £0. 

Lukashenko, who once 
branded NATO a monster, called 
on. Tuesday for a Belarus-NATO 
treaty, echoing Russia E 


High Price 


struck a chord among parliamen- 
tarians, who include many com-~ 
nrunists and nationalists. 

There is a rare degree of corr 
among Russian politicians 
on the issue of the alliance’s ex- 
pansion. 

Partly in response to NATO's 
plans, Yeltsin also called in his 
speech for more integration among 
the members of the Common- 
` wealth of Independent States (CIS) 
which replaced the Soviet Union, 
especially between Russia and Be- 
Jars. : 


"This year will be a year of great 


new decisions for Russia and Be- 
larus, be said. 


Last April the two Slavic neigh- 


bors launched a community and 
Yeltsin hosts Belorussian Presi- 


China Welcomes Gore but 
Slams U.S. Rights Kbuse 


In its aımual report on human 
rights, the U.S. State Department 
accused Beijing of effectively si 
lencing public dissent in 1996 


Wei Jingsheng, dubbed the father 
of China’s Modern Democracy 
Movement’ and a nominee for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, as common 

China's propaganda machine 
bas joined the anti-U.S. chorus. 

The official China Daily on 
Thursday Jashed out at the New 
York Times for waging a verbal 
war on China. 

Its constant diatribe is both tire- 
some and dangerous, the newspa- 
per said. Tiresome because it goes 
on relentlessly, day after day. 
Dangerous because it misleads 


` readers and damages Sino-U.S. 


relations. 

In the eyes of he New York 
Times, China is an enemy, or at 
least a potential enemy, it said. 

Why does the New York Times 
hate China? Because China is anı 
emerging power. China pursues 
an independent foreign policy and 
refuses to dance to the tune called 
by the United States. 

Ina lengthy report on Tuesday, 
the official Xinhua news agency 
described the United states as a 
land of guns, terrorist bomb at- 
tacks and racial discrimination. 

(Reuter) 


China and the United States 
have been painstakingly restoring 
their damaged ties, and the Gore 
trip is part of a series of senior 
level meetings expected to culmi- 
nate with an exchange of presiden- 
tial visits. 

But Taug, in keeping with Bei- 
jing"s carrot-and-stick strategy, 
hit out at some Western states for 
toning a blind eye to their own 
human rights shortcomings while 
condemning China"s record. 

It is an objective fact that hu- 
man rights violations exist on a 
wide-scale in the United States, 
Tang said, adding that the failings 
of the West included racial dis- 
crimination, xenophobia, ethnic 
strife and social injustice. 

He said that criticism of China 
was not about human rights but 
about imposing values on other 
countries. 


Jt is not really caring about huı- 
man rights problems but using hu- 
man rights as an excuse to apply 
political pressure and force their 
values and social system on other 
countries. 

The wide gap in views on hu 
man rights has led to considerable 
tension between the two nafions, 
particularly in the years since 
China called in the army to crush 
pro-democracy demonstrations in 
Beijing's Tiananmen Square in 
June 1989. 


BEING — China on Thursday 
said it hoped U.S. Vice President 
Al Gore’s forthcoming visit would 
boost ties but it also took a swipe 
at what it called widespread lu- 
man rights abuses in the United 
Staves. 

Gore was expected to visit Bei- 
‘jing later this month and exchange 
views with Chinese officials on the 
environment and energy, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Tang 
Guogqiang told a news briefing. 


We hope this visit could open 
broader prospects for the improve- 
ment and development of Sino- 
U.S. relations as well as trade and 
economic cooperation, tang said. 

We hope this visit could 
achieve success, he said without 
giving further details of the trip. 

Sino-U.S. relations have iım- 
proved gradnally in recent months 
after plunging over Taiwan Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Rui’s private, land- 
mark trîp to the United States in 
June 1995. 

China considers Taiwan a rebel 
province and has sought to push 
the island into diplomatic isola- 
ONL 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin, making his anmaal address 
to Parliament on Thursday, said 
NATO's plans to expand east- 
wards were ar atterrıpt tO SqUCEZE 
Russia out of Europe and saîd the 
continent would pay a heavy. price 
for them. 

We are against NATO’s plans 
for eastward expansion. Their re- 
alization will deliver a direct blow 
to our security. Behind them is the 
aspiration to squeeze Russia out of 
Europe and to leave it politically 
isolated, Yeltsin said. ` 

Nato expansion can become a 
fateful decision which will cost the 
peoples of Europe very dear, he 
added. 

Yeltsin, who delîvered bis key- 
note address in a clear, determined 
voice, said building a security sys- 
tem in Europe Without Russia was 
doomed to failure. We shall do 
everything not to alow a new di- 
vision of Europe, he said. 

We ırıst bequeath to those Who 
come after us a secure world based 
on trust, Yeltsin said. 

Russia bas consistenrly op- 
posed NATO's plans to admit for- 
mer Warsaw Pact members, 
saying they will create new divid- 
ing lines in post-Cold War 
Europe. 

The Atlantic alliance is ex- 
pected to invite he first new mem- 
bers to join ——~ probably Poland, 
Hungary and the Czech Republic 
*dunRg 3 malt ê Madod a 
July. 

Nato says expansion is Dot 
aimed against Russia and is trying 
to conclude an accord mapping Out 
fucure relatioos with Moscow. 

In his speech, Yadisin said be 
was ping great hopes on his 
summit meeting with U.S. Presî- 
dent Bil! Clinton in Helsinki set for 
March 20 to 21, which is expected 
to focus On the issue of NATO 
enlargement. 

Yeltsin's stats of the nation ad- 
drfèss was aimed largely at reas- 
serting the president's zuthortty 
and showing that he is firmly back 
in control after a long absence 
from the Kremlin ` dne to heart 


Advertise in 
Tehran Times 


او ا 
8 
Rink‏ 
ra‏ 
2 ن لل 
-F‏ 
ani‏ 
a 5‏ 
4 
FF‏ 
TF NS‏ 
: 
ی 
a:‏ 
r‏ 
Nen‏ 
mm 4 2‏ 
تشھد 
= ا 
ر irr‏ % 
3 ب مض 
n‏ 
: 4 3 ا 
سی د 
pz‏ 
ma o me‏ 


pu 
gh 


Kamp 


eyar | 


{Ranier} 


Thurslay, withdrawing Udy af 
ter withering strafing from Bef 
copter gunships. At the same 
time, they attacked the China Bay 
air base, 80 kilometers (S0 miles} 
away. and fought for hours. 
Four rebels with explosives 
strapped to their bodies were shot 
dead before they could .Fetonate 
the bombs uside the air base, said 
military spokesmao Maj. D. 


“For a guerrilla force to stick 


is very serious. It shows that the 
Tigers are still quite strong, espe- 
cially în the east, despite the 
army’s recent advances in the 
north, '" said Goonailleke, a re- 
tired air force chief. 

Thursday's attacks were the 
deadliest since Jan. 9, when 223 
soldiers and 350 guerrilas were 
killed in an unsuccessful rebel 
Clips o a OER ITY 
base. 


legislation, which the anions say 
favors management, in a sneak 
pre-dawn Parliament session, 
when no opposition EE 


liament can reack an “accept 
able” revision of the law by 
Saturday, a deadline that late Fri- 
day appeared jeopardized. 

In Parliament, MP's said the 
NEP and opposition parties bad 
reached a compromise on nıOst 
issues including retaining a n0- 
work no-pay priociple in the 
original law. 


are PHOTO . . 


oldniner Fails to End Jt AI Three "I 


ALMATY — A goldminer in Kazakhstan's industrial city 
Balkkask failed in three attempts to Kill himself: 2 


Boris Golouko, 44, first slashed kis xorists amel thins riot | 
E a e E E E 
result, the weekly Karavan said. د‎ 

He was rushed to hospital by concerned neighbors and 
there, after medical trestrment, reaovered xufficiamtly to rink 
age to jump out of kis ward's cightk floor tiudomw. .. . : 
وا تتن مح ور مر اتم ر ر‎ 


killed at Chisa Bay. 


` around and fight for seven hours 


a wesk, a xewspaper said 


Death Toll From Tiger 
Attacks Rises to 278 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — For 
weeks last month, Sri Lankan 
soldiers advanced steadily in e 
northwest with little resistance 
from Tamil Tigers. Now he 
guerrillas have struck back, with 
surprise attacks to the east that 
left 278 figirters dead. 

Thursday’s coordinated, pre- 
dawn attacks on a military base 
and an airfield may bave been an 
attempt to force the military to 
redeploy soldiers to tie east, eas- 
ing pressure on the guerillas in 
the north. said Srî Lankan milî- 
tary analyst Harry Goonatilleke. 

The military said 73 soldiers 
were killed and more than 80 
wounded at Vavımativu Army 
Base, 220 kilometers (135 miles) 
east of Colombo, tle capital. The 
rebel toll was put at 200 guerril- 
las, military officials said Friday 
on condition of anonymity. 

The guerrillas overran Vavu- 
nativu, headquarters for 200 sol- 
diers, at about 1:45 a.m. 


Students and Laborers Seufile With 
Police Ahead of Strike Deadline ` 


SEOUL — Hundreds of Soh 
Korean students and workers 
scuffled Friday with riot police as 
Parliament waged a losing 
struggle to revise a new labor law 
before a Saturday strike deadline. 

Shouting “Cancel the Labor 
Law! Cancel the National Secu- 
rity Law!" demonstrators staged 
a rally in Chonguo Park, then 
headed through the streets to 
Myongdong cathedral, witnesses 
said. 

Scuffles broke out as police 
blocked off roads to the cathe- 
qral, used as a headquarters by 
leaders of the strike against the 
law pushed through in Jaunary. 
No casualties were reported. 

The January strikes were tig- 
gered when the ruling New Korea 


KINDU, ی ت ت ی ی ا و ن ا‎ Kîindu, three .> 
days after the key fown was seized by Zairean rebels. Villagers in Km made pln fel ingê 
democracy af a a a E “minister”, : 


1 BES 


infernationa! news 
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Colombian jad to Crack Doron on Courier Pigeons 


BOGOTA — Courier pigeons are apparertly being used to 
smuggle drugs fnto a jail ix soutkewvestern Colornbia, prison 


The so-called narco-gigeon scandal was uncovered ıuhen a 
pigeon crashed into a wall near the mıenicipal jasl in the town 
of Buga ix Valle del Cauca Province. 

The bird crashed because it was weighed doun by packets 
of marijuana that it was ferrying towards the jail. 

It seems that a group af inmates has been using courier 
Pigeons to smuggle drugs into the prison. 


affieials said. 


Albanian Protestors Ignore Cease-Fire, 


Refuse to Surrender Arms 


AGIOI SARANTA, Albania (March 4): An injured resident of the Albanian town of Agioi Saranta raises 
a handgun as he checks a car in the city’s center. Citizen took control over the city after looting 
weapons, when they stormed March 2 an Albanian Navy base in the city. Clashes between Albanian 
soldiers and rioting Albanians were reported from various cities and towns in Albania. The protestors 
mainly demand the resignation of President Sali Berisha’s government on anger over fhe collapse of 


(AFP PHOTO) 
resignation of president (Sali) Ber- 
isha and the formation of a gOovern- 
ment of technocrats, “ said a man 
who identified himself as Colonel 
Tzavar, military leader of rebels 


. mortars, ort the edge of two other 


towns, Memaliaj ا‎ 


pyramid scheme investment companies. 


months of tension over the col- 
lapse of pyramid investment 
schemes in whiçh thousands of Al- 
banians lost their lifes savings. 

Insurgents in Sarande also 
warned they would not surrender 
weapons until a "new legitimate 
government” is in place. 

kg age o 
the conflict, early elections, the 


Belgium Wakes Up to Horror 
of New Child Murder 


gator, told a news conference. 
There are no words to describe 
the horror which inspires such 
(cowardly) acts, Belgian Prime 
Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene said 
in a statement, summing up the 
nation’s feelings. (Reuter) 


BRUSSELS — Belgim awoke 
on Thursday to the horror of 
another child murder — that of a 
nine-year-old girl missing since 
August 1992. 

The remains of Loubna 
Benaissa were found late on 
Wednesday in a crate of car parts 
in the cellar of a garage just me- 
tres (yards) from her home in 
central Brussels. 

The cause of deatk was not 
immediately known, but a con- 
victed sex offender whose family 
owned the garage was placed un- 
der arrest aijong with three other 
men. 

` Patrick Derochette, 33, who 
received a suspended sentence in 
1984 for child molesting, was be- 
ing questioned on Thursday bya 
special police unit set up last sum- 
wer following the discovery of 
children murdered by another pe- 
dophbile gang. 

No lirks have yet been estab- 
lished between the two groups. 

Although we do not yet have 
final scientific evidence, we are 
very certain we have found the 
body of Loubna Benaissa, Miche] 
Bourlet, the unit’s chief investi- 


map 


city," said one Vlore resident 
reached by telephone. 

The government, under in- 
creasing international pressure to 
open dialogue with the opposition, 
also offered an amnesty to protes- 
tors who tarn in stolen arms except 
those who had committed 
“crimes”. 

A state of emergency was de- 
clared Sunday after the rioting 
flared, ignited by nearly two 


Communists 
Poised to Retake 


Power in Nepal 
KATMANDU, Nepal — 
Communists were poised to take 
power again in Nepal Friday after 
the prime minister they had twice 
failed to topple lost his own vote j 
of confidence. 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadır 
Deuba had called Thursday’s 
vote to show his strength after 17 
months in power. His narrow loss 
surprised even his main rival, the 
Communist Party of Nepal. 

‘We thought he would get 
through the confidence motion by 
a narrow margin,’” said commu- 
nist leader and former Prime 
Minister Marmohan Adhikari. 

Adhikaci's Marxist party has 
the largest block of seats - 90 - in 
the 205-member Parliament. 


selves with Adhikari in a new 
government. ر(‎ 
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TIRANA — Armed protestors İn 
southern Albania rejected a 48- 
hour government cease-fire and 
amnesty plan, vowing to hoid onto 
their weapons, as an EU delega- 
tion arrived in the capital to press 
for dialogue. 

Mobs were said to be control- 
ling a 120-kilometer (75-miles) 
stretch of the coastal road between 
two key southern hotspots, the 
Port of Vlore and the Adriatic 


. beach resort of Sarande, near the 


Greek border. 

Two people, a mother and a 
son, were shot dead in the last 24 
hours in Vlore, bringing to 27 the 
number of people killed in a week 
of rioting there that saw anti-gov- 
ermment insurgents loot army bar- 
racks, seize weapons arl attack 
police barracks. 

But Vlore was reported to be 
calm at midday Friday. 

Govermmenr officials have con- 
ceded that the siruarion in VIore, 
Sarande and other southern points 
is out of control. 

But protestors were suspicious 
of he government's pledge to balt 
offensîve military operation for 48 
hours, from 6:00 a.m. (0500 
GMT) Friday. 

“We are afraid of repression 
once we surrender our weapons. 
The army is still surrounding he 

. 
Guerrilla Leader 
. 5 . 
Killed in Kashmir 


SRINAGAR, India — Indian 
security forces have killed a top 
guerrilla in a gun battle in the 
northern state of 
Jammu-Kashmir, police said 
Friday. 

Mohammed Yusuf Ganai, 40, 
lacal chief of the Hizbul Muja- 
hedeen, the biggest guerrilla 
force in the state, was killed late 
Thursday night during a raid in 
Chiuchu village in Anantnag dis- 
trict, 60 kilometers (40 miles) 
south of Srinagar, the state's 
sunmer capital. 

Sayeed Salahuddin, the chief 
of the Hizbul Mujahedeen, lives 
in neighboring Pakistan, accord- 
ing to the police. 

Ganai, known by his code 
name Saifullah, was wanted for 
more than 100 killings and com- 
manded nearly 2,000 fighters, 
police officials, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said. 

The Hizbul Mujahedeen and 
the Harkat ul-Ansar are the two 
fiercest organizations among the 
dozen groups that have been 
fighting sioce 1989 to secede the 
Himalayan province from India. 

{AP) 
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Europe Fails fo Tackle 


Renault Workers o Stage Soppages 
In Protest at Redundancies 


sire to prevent one of out competi- 
tors, of whatever nationality, from 
moving in," he said. 

Schweitzer explained thar in 
1992, in negotiations with the 
Japanese orı import quotas for fOr- 
eign cars iı Europe, the European 
Commission had expected the 
European market for private cars 
to be bigger by more than two 
million vehicles than what it is 
today. 

For Renault, which controls a 
litle over 10% of the European 
market, this would have meant 
producing 200,000 more cars a 
year, Schweitzer said. 

The problem, he said, was that 
the European Commission got its 
sums wrong and demand for cars 
slumped. 

Meanwhile French and Belgian 
unions have called on. workers to 
stage a mass demonstrtion outside 
Renault head offices next Tues- 
day. 

They called for the cancellation 
of the decisions concerning lay- 
offs and the closure and for group- 
wide negotiations. 

Stoppages are planned for Fri- 

day at factories in France and 
Spain and thronghout the Belgian 
car industry. 
.- On Thursday, a meeting of the 
Renault works committee was Cut 
short when French union repre- 
sentatives walked out when the 
management balked at calls to let 
the secretary of the Vilvorde 
works committee, Raymond 
Smeulders, address the meeting. 

About 300 workers from 
Vilvorde, who had travelled to 
Boulogne-Billancourt, the western 
Paris suburb where Renault is 
based, then staged a demonstration 
outside backed by several hundred 
French Renault workers. 

The European commission has 
meanwhile stepped up pressure on. 
Renault and has blocked $17 mil- 
lionin EU aid for the Renault plant 
fn Valladolid, Spain "to demon- 
strate clearly that it is not possible 
to transfer profitable business 
from one EU country to another 
while at the same time pocketing 
aid from public funds". AFD 


Kia Motors Says No 
Intention to Take 
Over Renault’s 
Belgian Auto Plant 


SEOUL — South Korea's Kia Mo- 
tors Corp. Friday said it was not 
mulling any move to take over a 
Belgian car plant owpned by loss- 
making French auto giant Renault. 

"Kia has no ıntention tv take 
over Renault's Belgian plant," a 
company spokesmanin Seoul said, 
adding reports quoting its official 
in Brussels were "misinterpreted. 
٠ An auto analyst here Con- 
tended Kia was "not capable" of 
taking over the debt-ridden auto 
operations given its own Curent 
financial status, 

De Financieel Economische 
Tijd, a Belgian financial daily, 
Thursday reported Kia had ex- 
pressed interest in the acquisition 
of Renault’s Belgian plant, which 
is due to shut down as part of the 
French firm’s cost-cutting drive. 

The closure announcement, 
which would cut 2.700 jobs in 
France, sparked protests by unions 
and the Belgian government. 

(AFF) 


e 


ge said he and Flanders 
Minister-President Luc Van Den 
Brande had met to dîscuss how the 
best deal for the workers in the 
way of redundancy pay and job 
reconversion could be obtained. 

The French government, which 
still holds %46 of Renault after 
successive privatization Opera- 
tions over the past three years, 
entered the melee in response tO 
bitter criticism of the closure by 
the Belgian government. 


On. Wednesday, Prime Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe asked Schweitzer 
"to start without delay all neces- 
sary consultations within the 
framework of Belgian law and 
European legislation. 

President Jacques Chirac said 
he was "shocked" by the brutal 
way in which the closure was an- 
nounced. 

Schweitzer Tharsday reaf- 
firmed his readiness to discuss SO- 
cial measures in Belgktımı "as soon 
as our partners agree” to open 
talks, and he offered to find new 
jobs in France for Belgian workers 
prepared to take them. 

But this latter solution would 
pose the problem of language be- 
cause vilvorde workers speak 
flemish, not French, and would 
also complicate the severance 
terms envisaged in france for the 
2,764 workers due to be made 
redundant. 

Schweitzer pledged to do his 
best to find a company willing to 
take over vilvorde in order to save 
the jobs. The south korean firm kia 
has already expressed interest. 

"The need to safeguard the fu- 
ture of the Vilvorde industrial unit 
will take precedence over any de- 


PARIS -- Work stoppages at 
Renault car plants in France aod 
Spain, and throughout the Belgian 
automobile industry, were 
planned Friday in protest at 
Renault’s controversial decision tO 
shut down its plant in Belgium and. 
sack workers in France to cut 
costs. 

‘The one-hour stoppages were 
scheduled to take place at varying 
times according to the factory in- 
volved. 

‘The French government beld 


direct talks with Belgian regional 
officials Thursday on a safety net 
for the 3,100 workers set to lose 
their jobs when the Renault factory 
at Vîlvorde outside Brussels closes 
down on July 31. 

At the same time Renault chief 
Louis Schweitzer defended the 
closure, saying it was necessary 
for the group’s survival 

He said the first duty of the 
group’s leadership was to preserve 
the future of Renault and of its 
140,000 workers. But he acknow- 
ledged that there was "no kind 
way" to close a factory. 

Schweitzer said Renault was 
producing more vehicles in 
Europe than jit could sell and 
needed to cut back production Ca- 
pacity. He said the choice fell on 
Vilvorde because wage costs there 
were higher by between 25 and 30 
percent than those in France. 

French Industry Minister 
Franck Borotra said on France-In- 
ter Radio late Thursday that he had 
talked earlier to Flanders officials 
about social measures to cushion 
the blow to workers. 

But he added, "it is not for us 
to take the place of the company 
president in the decision he 
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Unemployment Problem 


system does harm to the social 
cohesion we have in our 
countries,’’ said Luxembourg 
Prime Minister Jean-Claude 
Juncker. 

“I'm not saying the British 
reality is this reality but the risk 
that the hire and fire approach on 


„ the continent could lead to such a 


sitmation is a very high one and we 
are not prepared to take that risk," 
he told Reuters financial 
television. 

Same place their kope for an 
improvement in the launch of a 
single currency in 1999, meant to 
repay all the austerity of the last 
decade or so by providing a 
much-needed boost to growth. 

For ‘economist Pierre-Alain 
at France’s OFCE 


the main cause of unemployment, 
which he says has become 
structural only because the 
long-tern unemployed have been 
left out of work for too lang. 

Competition from countries 
with low wages could account for 
only 1/2 to one percentage point in 
the uvemployment rate, he says in 
a study of Europe’s jobless 
problem. 

He also argues that 
coraparisons between European 
countries show many reasons 
given for unemployment are false, 
since factors blamed in one 
country — such as France's high 
payroll charges —~ are not seen 4S 
responsible in others. 

‘Weakness in Europe is less in 
the rigidity of itş labor markets or 
in its inability to tackle 
international competition, as in its 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Nomura Ends 
Morning Lower 
After Shady Deals 
Revealed 


TOKYO — The share price of 
Nomura Securities Co. Lid. fell 
Friday morning after it disclosed 
alleged illegal trading to generate 
profits for criminal corporate ex- 
torters. 

The stock ended the marring 
session at 1,540 yen, down 40 yen 
or 2.5%, after easing to as low as 
1,510 yen. 

A broker at one of Japan's “big 
four" securities houses said: "we 
sold about 1.3 to 1.4 miflion 
shares of Nomura, but a foreign 
securities house soon picked them 
up.” 


Thailand Overcome by Economy 
in Rapid Expansion 


There is a need to reaqjust andl 
for a "strengthening of the fiscal 
situation. " 

The IMF had been "recom- 
mending action for some time. .. 
But I would not like to single out 
Thailand as a risky country, " 
Camdessus added. 

“As in many countries after a 
phase of very rapid growth, Thai- 
land bas two major problems — a 
weakening of the financial instita- 
tions that should be adressed 


count deficit that requires a 
strengthening of the fiscal situ- 
ation. " (AFF) 


nomic crisis. 

"Today we are in a situation 
which is difficult for the Thai 
authorities," he told reporters On 
the sidelines of an IMF-Hong 
Kong monetary authority confer- 
ence here. 

However, he added: "it is not a 
crisis of a country with poor fun- 
steps . .. . Î believe they have all 
the instruments in hand. “" Cam- 
dessus said the country’s financial 
sector had been “made more frag- 
ile by rapid expansion of the econ- 
amy," as well as a large current 
account deficit, budget problems 
and the need to recapitalise banks. 


HONG KONG — Thai authorities 
were overcome by the weaknesses 
of an economy in rapid expansion, 
the bead of the International 
Monetary Fund said here Friday. 

"It is important to take action 
before the crisis begins to take too 
big a dimension,” said IMF man- 
aging director Michel Camdessus. 

"It is important that the Thai 
authorities are now taking action 
that we have recomended for some 
time, " Cammdessıs added at a press 


the country’s "transitional" eco- 


Muet 
think-tank, weak growth has been 


“People at the meeting mutter 
about those in power using 
unemployment to push wages 
down. They’l be cloning the 
unemployed next," says Patrick. 

Unemployment at top of 

agenda in Germany, France 

. But after years of neglect, the. 
plight of the jobless has riseRto the 
top of the agenda in both France 
and Germany as. politicians warm 
up for parliamentary elections 
next year. 

Bven German Chancellor 
Helmut Koki, who as Europe’s 
longest-serving head of 
government is seen as the essential 
player in the drive .to European 


Monetary Union, has come under 


fire for failing to tackle the 
problem. 

A recent poll showed some 70 
percent of Germans believed Bonn 
was handling the jobs issue badly. 

And a weekend report in the 
weekly Bild Am Sonntag 
newspaper said German 
memployment hit 4.8 million in 
February, topping the record 4.66 
mullion of the previous month. If 
would be the highest level since 
the great depression of the 1930s. 

The head of Germany’s Federal 
Labor Office could not confirm 
the figure, and considered it 
unlîkely. “But I fear that one day 
there will be a rude awakening if 
we do not soon get a handle on 
unermployment,” Bernhard Jagoda 
was quoted by thè daily BIA 
newspaper on Monday as saying. 

„Leaders of the influential 
German Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference and Protestant 
Clrarches in Germany last week 
declared Jaımary’s 12.2 percent 
jobless rate a 

“Work is a man right and we 
cannot allow ourselves to simpiy 
accept the fact that this right is 
being denied to more than 
one-tenth of our workforce, 
Klaus Engelhardt, chairman of he 
Council of Protestant Churches, 
told a news conference. 

The story is the same 
throaghout Europe. 

“The single most important 
problem Belgium is facing today is 
unemployment,” Belgian Central 
Bank Governor Alfons Verplaetse 
said last month. He called on 
uuions aod employers to focus on 
job creation, ratber than wages. 

Aside from the social cost, 
joblessness has taken a big toll on 
economies, depressing consumer 
spending and braking growth. 

And by limiting government 
revenues, it has undercut efforts tO 


reduce public deficits in . 


preparation. for monetary UHiOD, 
leaving even Germany struggling 
to cut its deficit to he required 
percent of gross domestic 


toJoblese Problem 

Until recently, private 
economists have pointed to more 
flexible hire-and-fire labor 
markets in the United States and, 
to a lesser extent, Britain as he 
model solution fo mainland 
Europe’"s unemployment problent. 

But there is a growing 
perception that such flexible 
systems, where wages are driven 
down to match demand, create 
theîr own problems of income 
inequality, poverty and crime and 
may create a less well-educated 
anû less competitive workforce. 

“I do think the systematic, 
sometimes brutal, hîre and fire 


ROUBAIX, France — Francois, 
54, thought he was set up for life 
as director of a big electronics 


“1 waş in charge of staff and 
involved sometimes in lay-offs. 
One day. I found niyself on the 
other side of he fence," he says. 

Though now working again, he 
spent two years searching for a job 
and discovered the world had 
changed dramatically since be 
joined the labor force. 

*“When 1 began working there 
was full employment. When I 
became unemployed I was 
completely disoriented by the 


instability of the market. People of - 


my generation lived with the 
ilusiou tbat if they gave their fe 


Francois is only One of around 1 


18 milion people hit by Europe’s 
jobs crisis, which startéd in 
traditional heavy industries and 
has sipce seeped upwards to what 
in France fıey call the haut cadres 
— WOrkETS În top management. 

But despite jobless levels not 
seen since World War I, Europe’s 
leaders have been unable to find an. 
AnSWer. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac came to power in 1995 
pledging to make jobs the top 
pricrity, only to preside over ar 
ever-increasing jobless rate, now 
a record 12.7 percent. . 

“No-one is safe any ore,” 
says Claire, a_ local authority 


worker at a meeting of a pressure 8 


group against unemployment in 
the northern French industrial 


town of Roubaix. 

Here they still remember wien 
people were bussed in from all 
over the region to work in the 
town's texile mills, andl where 
more chan one irı four are HOW Out 


pushed out other permanent staff, 
making no net difference 1O 
joblessness. 

“We are going through a major 
revolution and they want tO try tO 
reat it with old. recipes,” says 
Jery. 1 of the Roubaix 
branch of Work Together Against 
Unemployment, which is 
campaigning for a cut in working 
hours to boost jobs. 

jt is also toyaîved in preparing 
a march against unemployment 
staring in April from towns 
‘including Helsioki, Edimbargh, 
Sarajevo and Berlin and 
converging on. Awmsterdams in June 
to voincide. wih a summit of 

European Union leader. 
Jardine Matheson 
Unit, EG Group Buy 

Sfakesin 

Vietnaxiese Bank 
HANO! — The Jardine Matheson 
Group, LG Group of Korea and 
two iuvesıment frmûds have inde- 
pendently bought a combined 30 % 
stake ir a Viemamese private 
Bank, one of the investors said 
Friday. 

Hong kong-based Jardine"s 
cımnaught holdings and LG have 
scquired 8% stakes in Ho Chi 
Minh City-based Asia Commer 
cial Bank, the second private Vi- 
emarmese bank to receive fhe green. 
Hight to sel sbazes t0 foreigners. 

{AFF 


MABE, iia? 


Purves bas oversecn a praden! 
lending policy based on relations 
of “trust and faith" which have 
given HSBC extremely low ex- 
posure to dud loans, said ak 
HSBC source in Australasia. 

Bom to a family of brmble 
means in the Scottish border 
townof Kelso, Purves’ whole fife 
has been in banking, ezcept fur a 
period iu ıe British army. 

Fighting against the Chinese 
inthe Korean war, he became dhe 
ouly conscripted soldier in Brit- 
ish history to be awarded the dis- 
tinguished Service Order, the 
country's second highest medal 
for gallantry. He never speaks of 
the feat, sources say. 

After working with the Na. 
tional Bank of Scotland, he 
joimed the Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Banking Corp. in 1954 and 
moved up the ranks steadily, 
rather than meteoricaly. 

He was knighted by Qseen 
Elizabeth Ii in 1993, and charac- 
teristically tokl staff not t0 use the 
honorific of “sir” or internal 
mENOS. 

"It haş nothing to do with 
modesty, I just think it is sensi 
ble,” he told the South Chinn 


` Morning Post. “Think of all the 


éxtra time it takes to type things 
like that on to letters. It's much 
better to be just a simple col 
league.” 

Asked how he would prefer to 
be addressed. Purves said: “I'd 
e E 
Willie." 


‘Bart he is deep down a very mice mam, a fair man, who 
o E E O DER 
turnover comrpared with other banks.” 


ves once made photocopies fOr 
his wife, using the office ma- 
chine, and insisted on paying tie 
10-pence (16cent) cost of the 
copies. 

“He wants to give a good €x- 
ample to ernployees and reassure 
shareholders that their money i5 
being well spent, " said the HSBC 
laye? who recounted that 


E 
nice man, a fair man, who in- 
spires great loyalty and bard 
work: People here tend to stay 


After taking over he chair- 
manship of HSBC in 1986, Pur- 
ves worked 18-hour days to clear 
‘up the wreckage left by the col- 
lapse of Carrian Group, a cOn- 
glomerate whose crash lef the 
bank exposed to the tune of 
U.S.$180 million. 

He then embarked on a pro- 
gram of expansion, firstly by pio- 


That move gave HSBC a 
European base and — by shifting 
its incorporation to London — a 
safe haven after Hong Kong's 
handover to China this July. 

Other big acquisitions have 
beenı the London stockbroker of 


Britain’ 8 Royals 60. On-Line 


start-up ventures — or they can 
get the lowdown on the royal 
corgis (phoenix, pharos, kelpe 
and swift.) 

Other royal trivia: Prince 
Philip drives a Range Rover, but 
“for short joumeys around Lon- 
don, uses a metrpcab,’’ one of 
London's black taxis. 

Some royals get their own 
inks, including Princess Diana. 
Those Irangry for divorce details, 
however, will be disappoiuted by 
the lone and lonely reference, in 


“We have no answer to that," 
was the terse reply from the 
Duchess of Yorks spokeswoman 
when asked why she doesn’t get 
equal treatment. 

Recent newspaper reports 
have said that the queen iS 
pleased by Diana’s silence ol 
and takes a dimmer view of hE 
duchess’ tendency to tell all. 

The sîte is low on pictirês. 


making for quicker downloaudins | 
time 


Other links toclude tours of 
the palaces and royal collectiors. 
accession charts and forthcoming 
royal events and visits. 

The royal Web page is locate 
e hE GE 


LONDON —-The pooches made 
It onto he Web. The duchess 
didn’t. 

Queen Elizabeth II launched 


. the first official royal Web site on 


Thursday, with 150 pages of his- 


tory, information and trivia for 


cyberloyakists to scroll through. 

“This is the official Web site 
of the monarchy in Britain,” 
greets the home page, beneath a 
glittering color picture of fhe im- 
perial state crown, worm by the 
queen at state openings of Parlia- 
ment. “We hope yon find your 
visit informative and enjoyable.” 

The queen, who sees the In- 
ternéet as promoting one of ber 
most favored goals — communi- 
cations among nations — 
Jlanoched the site at a high school 
ix north London by sending an 
e-mail to some of her subjects in 


` aschool in the tiny town of Nak- 


ina, central Ontario. 
“1 am sure that some of you 


ternét and the World Wide Web 
to be a bit of a mystery,” she told 
the students in London. 

“But the Internet is rapidly 
becaming a part of everyday life, 
and used properly, it opens ıe 
door to a huge range of knowi- 
edge which has no national 
boundaries.” 

The royal crest topping cach 
page, visitors cau delve into the 
details of heir to the throne 
Prince Charles’ favorite charity, 
his prince’s trust that encourages 
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HONG KONG — Who really 
runs Hong Kong? 

Is it the governor? The head of 
the jockey club? Or is it tbe chair- 
man of the Hongkong and Shang- 
hai Banking Corp. (HSBC)? 

No-one krows for sure, but 
everyone agrees it's not he gOV- 
ernOr ... 

The kernel of truth in this lo- 
cal joke was especially apt Ie” 
cenrily when the HSBC empire 
unveled the biggest profits in 
banking history, a golden moun- 
tain of 4.524 billion British 
pounds (7.328 billion dollars). 

Yet the man credited with gen- 
erating this bonanza, HSBC 
Holdings chairman Sir William 
Purves, hardly corresponds to the 
image of a Hong Kong power 
baron. 

He is a stern but modest Pres- 
byterian Scot of the old school, a 


man who began working life as a ` 


bank clerk, making tea and stick- 
ing stamps on envelopes. 

While some corporate chiefs 
have acquired the status of media 
stars or economic gurus, Purves, 
65, hates publicity and shuns en- 


He is also portrayed as a per- 
fectionist, a ferocious cost-cutter 
and minder of pennies. 

According to legend, Purves, 
taking a train tîp from a northern. 
English city to London, waved 
aside an aide who steered _him 
towards the first-class compart 
ment, explaining that he pre- 
ferred to travel second-class 
because he had a rail card that 
entitled him to a 50-percent dis- 


Machel is mother of three and 
stepmother of four. Maudela has 
two daughters with Winnie, 
Zizi and Zenaui, as well as a son 
and a daughter froma his first ınar- 
riage, and several grandchildren. 
A third chîld from the first mar- 
riage was killed in a car accident. 

arf 
BSkyB and Kirch to 


End Satellite Deal 


LONDON — British Sky Broad- 
casting (BSkyB), the satellite 
broadcasting operation Control- 
led by Rupert Murdoch, and 
Kirch Grappe, the Gergıan media 
group, were to announce on Fri- 
day that they have ended their 
digital satellite joint venture, a 
Press report said here Friday. 
They will cite “failore to 
agree a namber of fundamental 
issues” as the reason for the mu- 
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Derochette Had Long William Purves, Austere Head of 
World’s Richest: Bank ) 


History of Abuse 


The investigation into Benaissa’s disappearance was 
marked by allegations of bungling by authorities who 
were accused of not taking the case seriously, failing to 
appoint an investigating judge and for closing the file on 


ing children never carried out ba~ 
sic checks on his movements Or 
his activities that might have 
linked him to the disappearances. 

Derochette's case was re- 
opened in august last year after 
the discovery of bodies of four 
girls murdered by a gang alleg- 
edly led by child rapist Marc Du- 
troux. 

Dutroux was arrested follow- 
ing the rescue from a makeshift 
dungeon in his house of Sabine 
Dardenme and Laetitia Delhez —- 
both of whom had been sexually 
abused. 

Two days later Dutroux led 
police to the bodies of eight-year- 
old Julie Lejeune and Melissa 
Russo, buried in the garden of 
one of his six bouses in and 
around the central Belgian city of 
to death. 

Barely two weeks later Du- 
troux again led police to another 
house where they unearthed the 
bodies of teenagers An Marchal 
and Eefje Lambrecks. 

The parents of the dead girls 


daughters. They were joined by 
the parents of other missing chil 
dren including Elizabeth Brichet 
and Loubna. 

In October more than 250,000 
people took to the streets of Brus- 


` sels in what came to be known as 
the White March — the biggest 


peacetime demonstration of its 
kind in the country. Early on 
Thursday, activists from the 
populist group gathered in [xelles 
to hand out leaflets ‘and pictures 
of children still unaccounted for. 

. (Dispatches) 


political icon in her own country, 
Machel last month joined Man- 
dela at the official reception for 
King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden 
and Queen Silvia. 

Despite friendly pressure 
from .Mandela’s friend, former 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, that 
they get married, South African 
presidential aide Parks 
Mankablana last week denied any 
wedding bells would sound soon 
for the couple. ° 

The couple got to know each 
other in 1993 when Mandela be- 
came godfather to Macbel’s 
seven children, one year after 

Winnie. 

In March last year, he finally 
got a divorce from Winnie. In 

1958 he bad divorced his first 
wife, Evelyn Ntoko. 

Most of his married life with 
Winnie was spent however in jail 
and, aftêr being freed in 1992 he 
admitted he was overwhelmed by 
loneliness, something Machel 


the case after just hwo years. 


Derochette’s aşsaults and his ap- 
parent inability to control his de- 
sires. 

A psychiatrist who testified at 
the trial described him as suffer- 
ing from a “serious mertal im- 
balance which has left him 
incapable of controlling his ac- 
tions.” 

On the basis of this advice, 
Derocbette was sent to a psychi- 
Within six weeks it had been de- 
cided that he had been “cured" 
and no longer represented a 
thıreat to society. 1 


He was promptly released un- 
der certain conditions, his bail 
finally being lifted in 1992, just 
months before Loubna was 
snatched within meters) of her 
home. 


Days after she disappeared, 
Derochette was questioned by 
police but his explanation that he 
was having dinner with his 
brother at the time of her kidnap- 
ping apparently satisfied th”_a 
and the alibi was never properly 
checked out. Other important 
leads that should have led to 
Derochette were also effectively 
ignored. 

Although he charges against 
Derochette pale in comparison 
with the crimes attributed to 
Marc Dutroux, who is awaiting 
trial for abducting six girls and iş 
expected to be eventually 
charged with murdering the four 
of them found dead on bis prop- 
erty, his case has been marked by 
a similar level of official incom- 
petence. 

Like Derochette, Marc Du- 
troux had a record of child abuse 
but detectives searching or miss- 


non-committal Tharsday on the 
future of his relationship with 
companion Graca Machel, say- 


“I have got bosses — my 
bosses are around me," the 78- 
year- old president joked, gestur- 
ing to South African officials at a 
press conference. “They decide 
where I should go. 

“And if they do not object to 
any association which I have I 
may contime as I have done 
now," he said when asked 

Machel, 51, would ac- 


“But let us leave the matter as 
far as what is likely to happen in 
future," said Mandela. “There 
are two of us, and the decision 
does not depend on one person.” 

Mandela has been accompa- 
nied by Machel, the widow of 
Mozambiques’s former inde- 
pendence leader Samora Moises 
Machel, as his official “compan- 
ion” on his 10-day trip to South- 


BRUSSELS — Patrick Dero- 
cbette, the man at the center of 
Belgkın’s latest paedophilia sex 
dren since he was a teenager, it 
emerged on Thursday. 

The Brussels mechanic was 
charged Thursday with rape acd 
abaoction just hours after the 
body ot Loubna Benaissa, a nine- 
year-old who went missing from 
the same neighborhood in August 
1992, was discovered in the base- 
ment of his parents’ garage. 
and high-tech equipment had 
searched for hours on Wednes- 
day in the section of Ixelles 
where she vanished while run- 
ning an errand to a local super- 
market. 

The area is popular with North 
African imımigrants and dozens 
of Arabic-speaking residents 
gathered at the scene on Wednes- 
day awaiting news of the investi- 


The investigation into 

Benaissa's disappearance Was 
marked by allegations of bun- 
gling by authorities who were 
accused of not taking the case 
seriously, failing to appoint an 
ing the file on the case after just 
two . 
Now 33, Derochette was con- 
vîcted in June 1984 for conmit- 
ting acts of gross indecency with 
three boys after being prosecuted 
on the more serious charges of 
rape and abduction. 

The first incident dated from 
August 7, 1982, when Dero- 
cbette was 16. His victim was 13. 
Further incidents followed in 
July 1983 and February 1984, 
involving boys of nine and 11. 
The latter case involved a threat 
of violence. 

Passing judgement on June 
13, 1984, a Brussels court under- 
lined the increasing severity of 


Journalists Could 
Be Forced to 


Disclose Sources 


NEW DELHI — An Indian court 
has ruled that journalists could be 
forced to disclose their sources, 
newspapers said Friday. 

Judges M.J. Rao and Manmo- 
han Sarin of the Delhi High Court 
said although they agreed in prin- 
ciple that courts should not com- 
pel journalists to reveal their 
sources, it could be dore “‘in the 
interest of justice.” 

“In order to be deserving of 
freedom, the press must show 
itself worthwhile of it. A free 
press must be a responsible 
press, ’" the Asian Age quoted the 
judges as saying Thursday. 

“As the power of press is 
great, it must not abuse its 
power. If a newspaper should act 
irresponsibly, then it forfeits its 
claim to protect its source of in 
formation.” ` 

The ruling followed a legal 
battle after the Pioneer newspa- 
per here carried a story hinting 
that the “builders’ mafia" in the 
Iudian capital had the backing of 
courts. 

The report was attributed tO 
“a top official of the Delhi gov- 
erament.’” The Pioneer refused 
to identify the source, but apolo- 
gized to the High Court for the 
story. 

arr) 
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Imam Hussein (4.S.) 


1969 -— Soviet Union puts its 
Far East army on alert as warning 
to China after frontier clash on 
Ussuri River. 


1970 — Cyprus President 
Makarios escapes assassination 
when terrorist snipers shoot down 
his helicopter. 

1986 — Guerrilla violence in 
Colombia takes seven lives on day 
prior to national elections. 

1987 — Sri Lankan troops 
launch large new offensive, killing 
11 Tamil militanrs in northern Jaf- 
fna Perinsula. 

1988 — UN Security Council 
speaker condemns South Africa"s 
ban on anti-apartheid organiza- 
tions. 

1989 — Troops converge on 
Tibetan capital of Lhasa to enforce 
martial law following three days 
of anti-Chinese rioting. 

1990 — West German Parlia- 
ment adopts resolution calling on 
united Germany to honor Poland"s 
weste border. 

1991 — Forty foreign journal- 
ists and two U.S. servicemen cap- 
tured by Iraqi soldiers are turned 
over to Red Cross officials in 
Baghdad. 

1992 — Commanders of a 
planned 14,000 UN peacekeeping 
force arrive in Belgrade, Yugosla- 
via. 

1993 — South Korea's Presi- 
dent Kim Young-Sam fires two 
key generals loyal to past military- 
dominated regimes in a move to 

seize civilian control of the army 
and open the path to reform. 

1994 — Indian Jetliner crashes 
into a parked Russian plane in 
New Delhi, killing at least seven. 


“Eke Declared YWVar on Heart Attacks 


pregnant with her fourth child at 
the ime, supported her family by 
scrubbing floors and cleaning 
houses. 

As a teen-ager, Ray got a job 
after school at Kamipski's drug- 
store to help pay for his parco- 
chial-school education. Ray 
always assumed he would work at 
the area's brewery, steel mill or 
tin-can plant. With owner Felix 
Kaminski’s encouragement, how- 
ever, the youngster set a higher 
goal for himself: he attended phar- 
macy school while working at the 
store nights and weekends. After 
graduating first in his class of 52 
students, be stayed on at Kamin- 
ski's. 

One day Bahr was busy behind 
the counter when Jake, the neigh- 
borhood tailor, came bustling into 
the pharmacy. There was some- 
thing about Jake’s skin — its pale- 
ness and sweaty gleam — that 
spurred Bahr to ask if something 
was wrong. “I’m not feeling quite 
right,” Jake admitted. “I think I 
have indigestion. It woke me early 
this morning then went away. 
Now it’s back.”" 

“You should see a doctor,” 
Bahr told him. Then Bahr became 
distracted with other customers, 
and Jake left. Hours later the tailor 
was found dead of a massive heart 
attack: 

Bahr then realized hat Jake 
must have been in the early stages 
of a heart attack and should have 
gotten immediate medical help. 
He didn't have to die. Feeling aw- 
ful, the 22-year-old pharmacist 
wished he could spare others the 


same fate. 
ne night Kaminski brought up 
an idea that ignited his protege’s 
thinking. “You know, you don’t 
have to stop at being a pharma- 
cist,” Kaminski said. ‘You can 
go to medical school and work 
bere on nights and weekends to 

pay for it." 


Titan 
„` _biond 


You should be fine." 

Farfetched Dream. Working 
in an ordinary community hospi- 
tal, not a major academic center, 
Raymond Babr is an unlikely hero 
in the war on. heart attacks. Yet his 
creation and promotion of chest 
pain centers in hospitals nation- 
wide are dramatically changing 
the treatment of people with sus- 
pected heart attacks. In addition, 
Bahr has pioneered a program that 
enables people to recognize and 
take action when faced with the 
early warming signs of America’s 
No. 1 killer. According to Bahr, 
half of the nation’s 500,000 heart- 
attack deaths each year could be 
prevented if people sought help 
right away. 

Born in 1935, Bahr grew up in 
Canton, Mûd., a working-class seC- 
tionon Baltimore’s East Side. Life 
became tough when Ray’s father, 
a factory worker, died suddenly. 
Ray was only six. His mother, 


tacks. Within mimmtes of his arri- 
val, Fickus was hooked up to i 


heart monitor, an intravenous lin “ 


and an oxygen tank. A pulse 


` oximeter (a small clip that looks 


Tike a clothespin) was placed on. his 
middle finger to measure the Oxy- 
gen reserve in his blood. : 

Dr. Raymond Bahr strode 
briskly through the door. The gen- 
te, whitehaired physician peered 
atthe heart monitor and studied the 
patient’s electrocardiogram. He 
saw that Fickus was experiencing 
the "stuttering presentation" of m- 
termittent chest pain, Hikely to 
a heart attack in progress. 
Bahr instructed a mırse to admin- 
ister tissue plasminogen activator, 
a drug that dissolves clots and pre- 
vents damage from occuring. 
‘You're Iucky,”’ he told Fickus, 
laying a reassuring hand on the 
patient’s arm. “You arrived 
within the first ‘golden’ hour when 
our therapies are most effective. 


FERD’NKAND ® OY EES Rehr 


This story could sa save your life 


pained look and pale, sweaty 
sheen on Fickus’s face because 
died of a heart attack. “My dad 
was perspiring like that and bad 
chest pain, but he wouldn’t go to 
the hospital,” Pierce told Fickus. 
‘“‘“Before we knew it, he was dead. 
Tm not going to let that happen 
again.” : 

Fortımately they were near Bal- 


, imore’s St Agnes HealthCare. 


community hospital has the 


patients with suspected heart at- 


pain struck suddenly in. 

his chest as George Fickis 

filled a vending machine with so- . 

das. A gleam of perspiration 

broke out over Fickns’s body — 

but then, all at once, the pain was 
Bone. 

I'l go homé and rest, thought 

the 57-year-old Baltimore man. 


taking the rest of te day off. But 
Blaine Pierce took one look at hîs 
boss and said, “No way — Tm 
taking you to the hospital.” 
Pierce, 27, recognized the 


Altered Brain Communication 
System Seen in Schizophrenia 


useful in treatment, Japanese re- 
searchers suggest n the Feb.13 
issue of the journal Nature. 

‘They studied 17 people with 
schizophrênia and 18 healthy peo- 
ple. 


Ten of the patients had neve! 


gotten drug treatment for the dis- 1 


ease, so scientists could rule out an 
impact of ınedication on d1 recep- 
tor mımbers. 


Buüt it’s not clear whether the 
reduced d1 ııımıbers are part of the 
cause of schizophrenia or a reac- 
tion to the disease, Dr. Eric Nes- 
der of the Yale University School 
of ea SEE 
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NEW YORK — People with 


„ schizophrenia showed unusually 


few docking sites for a chemical 


- messenger in the front part of their 


brains, researchers found. 
The messenger, called 
dopamine, delivers its message by 


binding to these sites, called re-- 
. ceptors. There are five kinds of 
. dopamine receptors, and the study 
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found a decrease in the kind called 


dl. 

The fewer d1 receptors ã Pa-’ 
tient had, the worse he tended to 
suffer such symptoms as eImO- 
tional withdrawal and apathy, and 
the worse he did on a test of mental 
flexibility. So drugs hat target di 
"SERABBLE for stimulation may be 
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350 sq.m, 4 bedrs, fully 
fiern., brand new 


fernituere, 3 baths, 
THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE ceramic flr., indoor Ob) 
# 3I MODARRES & AFRICA dy & ak sauna & 
JUNCTION acuzzi. 
. __ E. enam 
Tel & Fuk: 204937 


Sales & Rentals 


Residential & Commerical Property 


Tel: 200 5108 = 011212024 


Housing 
Ageng' فف‎ 


Another Step to Better Services 
Luxury Bldg. 1 DONOOS (@z-2osirroa) 


` ` HOUSING AGENCY 
NORODYDOES IT BETTER 


1,200 sq.m land, 1,000 sq.m b/a, consists of 3 e THAN. 2 
bldgs., 1st fir., dupler, 4 bedrs, Jacuzzi at master, 2 
fir., 2 tripler apis. AEC uk, parquet fir.. indoor sip, a Ave. enak S4. 5 
sauna. beautifully” furn. very quiet area. 878344 4 u e 
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DAVAR Housing Agency [eetions tf 
FOR RENT 
Villas, Apts. Houses 


3 bedrs, f. furn. 
Tal: 8182143 


DIE. SOHO 


Brand New 
280 sq.m, 3 bedrs, 2 baths, 
wooden kitchen, s/p, sauna, 
` reasonable price. 
اھ یا اا س ی‎ 7 


MIODBILE 2 

Cash & by installments . 
EE IN THE NAME OF ALLAH 
RIHIRRRRRRHRKRHHRHEKE 
TELETORTHIGA TIONS GOMPANY OF IRAN 
BEDE. £8. 5, BHSIKî, DE. AL SHARIATI AVE. 
BAS SEO OF SLOSING DATE 

TAN DES MO. 44/31 


Brand new, 100 sq.m, furnished. 
Tal: 2958533 = 5 


P.M. to 7 P.M.)‏ 3 ا 


THE ABOVE-MENTIONED TENDER IS HEREBY EXTENDED 
FOR ONE MONTH. 


THE SUBMISSION DATE OF ENVELOPES IS THE OFFICIAL 
CLOSING TIME ON SATURDAY APRIL 12, 1997 AND THE 
ENVELOPES OPENING DATE IS AT 9:00 A.M. ON MONDAY 

APRIL 14, 1997 AT TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. OF IRAN, 

TRANSACTION COMMITTEE, 2ND FLOOR, BLDG. NO. 5, DR. 

SHARIATI AVE. 


DEPUTY MANAGES DIRECTOR 
FOR FINANCE, PROCUREMENT & MANPOWER 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMPANY OF IRAN 
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Yeltsin Says No Time to 
Lose on Military Reform 


he has questioned the reliability of 
the command centers controlling 
Russia’s nuclear arsenal. 

Yeltsin expressed his confi- 
dence in Rodionov, 60, last month 
but seemed to lose patience last 
week, when be told bim to stop 
whining and get on with reforms. 
Rodionov’s job could be on the 
line în a cabinet reshuffle to bê 
armounced soon. 

Yeltsin stuck to his guns on 
creating a por-conscript army but 
made no mention of the year 2000 
target date which he originally set. 
Rodionov, among others, has 
made clear the switch cannot be 
completed by then. 


Reforrn will provide an oppor- 


tmity to gradually transfer the 


strength of the armed forces and 
other troops on to a contractual 
and professional basis, Yeltsin 
said. 

A 66-page written statement by 
Yeltsin accompanying his speech 
included a condemnation of the 
state of Russia's armed forces, 
saying they were technologically 
lagging far behind other leading 
nations. 

The Russian armed forces are 
five to 10 years, sometimes up tO 
15 years, behind the world’s most 
powerful armies in the general 
level of technical equipment, the 
document said. 

Russia would cut its armed 
forces both in structure and in 
manpower and would try to keep 
them up to date. 

Our aim is adequate defense, 
qualitatively new, slimmer forces 
armed with modern equipment and 
weapons, Yeltsin said. 

The document underlined the 
need to speed up reform, stalled 
over arguments between military 
officials led by Rodionov and ci- 
vilians who rule out increases in 
defense spending. 

Yeltsin has already ordered a 
200,000-man reduction in the 
armed forces this year, but the 
order mainly affects vacant posi- 
tions. Generals said they had 1.7 
million' men under arms before 
Yeltsin ordered the Cut. 


(Reuter) 


ice duty, be said. 

It is needed so that the Russian 
serviceman has everything he 
needs and that officers’ families DO 
longer five in poverty. 

Itis needed to ensure the social 
protection of officers who have 
been discharged to the reserve. 

Yeltsin has pledged mary 
times, including in state of the 
nation speeches, to shake up the 
armed forces but reforms have 
hardly got started. Doubts remain 
whether bis reform pledges will be 
carried out even now. 

of he army remains 
vital for Yeltsin, as for all pre- 
vious Kremlin leaders. He turned 
to it in 1993 to put down a rebel- 
lion by hardliners in Pafliament, 


` using tanks to blast his opponents 


into submission. 

But the armed forces, opce thé 
pride of the Soviet Union, now 
face food shortages, delayed 
wages, a lack of fuel, poor COOr- 
dination and widespread disillu- 


sionment. 

Defense Minister Igor 
Rodionov said last month he was 
in charge of a disintegrating army 
and a dying navy. 

In what appears part of his cam- 
paign for more defense spending, 


MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin said there was no time to 
lose in reforming Russia's armed 
forces and promised to announce 
fuadamental decisions on the 
changes soon. 

In his anmıai state of the ration 
speech to Parliament, Yeltsin con- 
firmed his corımitment to ending 
conscription and turning the army 
into a professional force, but gave 
no clues as to whether he would 
sack the defense minister be has 
criticized. 

We are all extremely concemed 
by the situation in the Russian 
armed forces and other troops. 
Only military reform can rectify 
the situation, Yeltsin said. 

There is no time to lose. As 
president and supreme com- 
mander, I will in the near future 
be adopting fundamental decisions 
on military reform. 

He did not say what those deci- 
sions would be but left no doubt 
about what he thought of the state 
of the army, most recently humili- 
ated by its failure to defeat motley 
but determined guerrilla fighters 
in breakaway Chechnya. 

It (reform) is needed so that a 
mother’s heart can stop aching for 
the fate of her son who is on serv- 


Canada Pushes for Early 
NATO Deal With Ukraine 


is anindependent country, be said, 
adding that it could take years to 
change the Russian mindset. 

Ukraine became independent in 
1991 and has struck a foreign pol- 
icy line distinct from Russia's. 

The minister — who will also 
visit central Canada, home to nu- 
merous Ukrainian immigrants — 

invited foreign investment. 

He said Ukraine could absorb 
30 billion to 40 billion in foreign 
investment to restructure industry. 
Since independence, Ukraine has 
attracted only 1.4 billion in private 
foreign investment. 

(Reuter) 


Ghana Celebrates 40 
Years of Independence 


neighboring Togo and Nigeria, as 
well as Angola, the Gambia, 
Guinea, Egypt, Liberia and Libya 
also attended the celebrations. 

While the high-level repre- 
sentation of Ivory Coast and Togo 
suggested the hitherto strained re- 
lations between these countries 
and Ghana has improved, several 
observers voted the absence of 
delegates from Burkina Faso, a 
northern neighbor. 

"Our independence js in vain 
unless we guard it and preserve 
it," declared rawlings, in power 
for the last 15 years, during a 
10i 1 

Flight-lieutenart captain rawl- 
ings won a second legitimate term 
in office when he took 57.6 per- 
cent of votes cast in a first round 
presidential poll last December. 

Earlier, in 1979 and 1981, he 
came to power in two coups d’etat. 

He ordered the execution of 
three preceeding military heads of 


state: generals Acheampong, Af- 


rifa and Akufîo. a 


ACCRA — Ghana, the first Sub- 
Saharan African country to rid 
itself of colonial rule, Thursday 
celebrated its 40th anniversary of 
independence from Britain with 
litle ostentation. 

President Henri Konan Bedie of 
neighboring Ivory Coast was the 
guest of honor at a ceremony also 
attended by former Tanzanian 
Head of State Julius Nyerere, Or- 
ganization of African Unity Secre- 
wary General Salim Ahmed Salim 
and nation of Islam leader, Louis 
Farakhan of the United States. 

The widow of Ghana’s first 
post-independence President, 
Kwame N’Krumah. ousted in 
1966 and widely considered to be 
the father of pan-Africanism, as 
well as one of their sons, were also 
present. 

Almost two thousand school- 
children lined Accra's inde- 
pendence square in front of 
President Jerry Rawlings and his 
wife during tke six-hour cere- 
mony. 

Ministerial delegations from 


OTTAWA — Canada is pressing 
for a speedy conclusion to NATO 
agreements with Ukraine and Rus- 
sia as the alliance plans its east- 
ward expansion, Canadian 
Foreign Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
said. 


Axworthy, speaking beside 
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Hen- 
nady Udovenko, said the idea was 
to conciude the two agreements by 
the time of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization summit in 
Madrid in July. 

The summit is expected to in- 
vite ex-communist Eastern Euro- 
pean states Hike Poland, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic to join the 
group. formerly directed against 
the Soviet Union. 

1 think it's very important that 
we get the agreements with Rus- 
sia, with Ukraine concluded by the 
Madrid agreement so it can all 
come together as a package, AX- 
worthy told reporters. 


Udovenko said negotiations on 
a special partvership agreement 
between Ukraine ard NATO were 
a top priority during his visit to 
Canada as well as planned talks 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and NATO 
Secretary-General Javier Solana. 


Since Ukraine does not oppose 
NATO’s expansion plans, its 
agreement was likely to be easier 
to conchude than the one with Rus- 
sia, which strongly opposes the 
NATO move. 

Udovenko said the agreement 
would entail political consult- 
ations on a number of security 
issues, as well as political and eco- 
namic cooperation. 
` Earlier on Wednesday 
Udovenko told the National Press 
Club in Ottawa that Russia must 
fully come to terms with the fact 
that Ukraine is independent. 

They need to change their men 
tality and understand that Ukraine 


1 Yy (Feb.25): 34-year-old Bosnian Serb Novislav Dj ( with identified 
a a IO, its in the courtroom of a Munich Et for IS Be e perar Djajic 
went on in Munich for complicity in genocide and other war crimes, the first time that a Serb has 
Dae eh E for genocide in the foriner Yugoslavia. Federal German say Novislav 

0 f it si 1993, 
i ا‎ oa nce was eber parang unit which killed 


 eeOO‏ سإ 


Berisha ‘Ready to Hold 
Elections i in Albania" 


sort town of Sarande, told 


Europe (OSCE) led by former 
Austrian Chancellor 


Party 26 Poll Points Ahead 


ATHENS —~ Abanian President 


Smiîtis said the only possible 
solution to Albanria’s problems 


FOR REY 


i Sali Berisha bas offered to hok Frarız Vranit-  Greece’s Mega television that only 
new elections în the Balkan sky, which was due in Tirana a “new legitimate government" 
country racked by internal unrest, Thursday but was postponed. would prompt insurgents to give 
Greek Prime Minister Costas . Van Mierlo called for the ii- up arms. 

Simitis and Dutch Foreign volvement of the World Bank and "We want a political solution to 
Mivister Hans van Mierlo said. the International Monetary Fmd tle conflict, a promise of elec- 
۴ 8 to tackie the problem of the pyra- tions, the resignation of the presî- 
1 چ ا‎ 0 mid mvestment schemes whose dent and the formation of a 
European Union Comcil of Min.  COMapse, taking the savings of _ govemment of technocrats, he 
3 Simitis said that Berî thousands of people with them, said. 
had tBId him tha Be sparked the current wurest. Prec Zogaj, leader of the oppo- 
* n BET After umprecedented all-party sition Democratic Alliance, said 
be Held witli 45 dae, tons raks Thursday Berisha decreed a after the meeting with Berisha that 
Van Mierlo ed the 48-hour halt to military operations the original demands of the people 
e PFO” în the lawless south of the country — compensation for life savings 
Rol a Oe ê ly dgal to surrender their guns in ex- lost in the colapsë of the fraudu- 
o Bê: change for amnesty. lent investment schemes in 
٤ Dutch mi But a man who identified him-  Europe’s poorest country, as well 
E ye opr al lf a Colonel Tawar, miliary BS HEN echoes > remain Met: 

sides of the Albanian divide. ."J am leader of rebels in the adriatic re-‏ 3 ج 
convinced that 1‏ 

aod bx oct tie _B pitain"s Opposition Labour 

4 crisis, " he said. 


was political. : 1 
“There nıust dîalog LONDON — Tony Blair’s after Labour won a 
2 Er opposition Labour Party Has an victory in the Wirral South by- 
tion, a jointly-agreed solution unprecedented 26-point poll lead election in northwest England, a 
must be found, a solution wih OVE e ruling Tories just weeks vote seen as a barometer of na- 
more democracy, accepted ahead of the general election, tional mood for the general elec- 
one." be added. bee. according 10 a survey. tion due around May 1. 
ES 3 ر‎ 4 A Gallup poll for the daîly Tele- And they are set against a back- 
= ا‎ Sîmitis said that îi was hoped  grap# suggests Labour has gained  grop of Gallup's larger 9000 sur- 
1 hat if the political pares could five points over the past monh yey, which gives Labour 50.9 
reach agreemer on fhe way 10 withthe Conservatives slippİNg ÙY  percentof the voteandahefty 18.1 
proceed, the armed insurgents sîx poînts, adding 11 percent to tê  Jead over the Tories — a major 
seeking the overthrow of Berisha Labour lead. which would mean a Lat a 
ي‎ would also have to accept IL The Galkup snapshot shows La- jamentary majority of 201 seats. 
ا‎ Van Merlo addeĞ that it was bour now on 54 percent, Prime 
important for Europe as a whole 10  Mirister John Major's Tories on Earlier this week, an ICM poll 
: ل‎ manage the crisis and find a suit- 28 percent, and the centrist Liberal for The Guardian newspaper 
able framework for discussions 0 Democrats up half a point at 12.5 found evidence of an 18-poiot La- 
get under way and resolve fhe percent. bour lead, despite the fact that 
E problems. No governing British party has their figures are adjusted to take 
ت‎ “There are possibilities for been so far behind in the closing account of the reluctance of some 
ki finding a solution because al the weeks of a Parliament since poll- voters to admit that they SUPPOrE 
4 پچ د‎ memıber states of the. European ing began. Even before their his- the Tories. 
E [ 2 Commission are Mı agreement, and toric defeat by Labour in the 1945 The Gallup survey was based 
ي‎ 2 hat is posîtîve," he said. election, the Tories were only 13 on a sample of 1,000 clectors in- 
ن‎ Er Van Mierlo and Simis also points behind their rivals. terviewed between February 28 — 
i: voiced their backing for 2 planed ` A Haris poll carried out for _ the day after fhe Wirral South by- 
mission of the Organization Or Friday's Independent newspaper election — and Tuesday, March 4. 
Security and Cooperation In gave Labour a: slighily slimmer The Gallap 9000 was based on 
2 ` 21-point lead. 7,627 efectors between February 
S{dverlise 1a The poll's aujusted figures give 0 E 
Labour 53 percent support, with h3 
1 ھ‎ she Conservatives on 32 percent. ruary 28 and March 3. 
The two polls come just a week AFF) 
es 
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Calls for Crackdown 0 


TEHRAN TIMES 


unless laws were quickly passed 
Scottish scientists in cloning a2 to bar using the technique on hur 


adult sheep, aod its implications man begs. Hamert on Wednesday passed 2 
for ng genetically ideuti- Scientists say thas cloning car HW providing for jail terms of up 
cal copies of humans, is sparking be used to produce rapidly the to four years for anyone condict- 
a backlash from religious and po- best-endlowed animals as sources ing genetic engineering on Ho- 
litical leaders. of food and of natural substances mam. 

Under proposed legislation in 
While all have condemned any extension of ste  reçearh that couldlead O Rx 
experiments to the human race, some want to see û total cloning may be iroprisoned for ap 
ban on cloning of any kind, despite the forecast benefits to 10 years. ر‎ 


years bırt said he could not nagğ- 
ine why anyone would want to do 
it. 


alarm. 
President Bil Clinton on- 


#o man to be derived from duplicating animals. 


While all have condemned any used in the treatment of disease. 
extension of such experiments IO Identical animals are also 
the human race, some want to seê ideal for 1 aud obser- 
atotal ban on cloning of any kind, vations of such phenomena as the 
despite the forecast benefits 0 ğevelopment of cancer, while ا‎ 
man to be derived from duplicat- cloning could also increase ımım- lan Wilmut, of Edinburgh’s 
ing animals. bers of endangered species more Roslin Institnte, who cloned 
Italian Health Minister Rosy qvickiy than trafitiona] breeding Dolly, told British ıembers of 
Bindi told Parliament Wednes- But the prospect of the pIO- Parliament Thursday that boman 
day she bad issued a decree ba duction of physically identical clones were possible in under toro 


human beings has caused wide- 


status of the embryo ard artificial 
insemination’". 
Two Polish deputies have “The idea that you can bring back a child, that you can 
pal a bring back your father, 4t is simply nonsensical. You cax 
jaserted ino a a IY „je a genetically identical copy, but you can’t get back 
ander debate e protection of the kave lost.” 
avimals, and similar measures Fron Jon ere 
have been proposed in Argen- 
tina. : ا‎ Tuesday ordered a ban on fhe use He stressed it was the upani- 
Israel's chief rabbi Meir Lau cf U.S. goverment funds for mous view of his research team, 
said cloning of ary living Crea- research on kuran cloring, and and of its companion. 
tare was against Jewish aw, and urged scientists to ipose a vOl- tical company PPL Therapeutics, 
Abdelmo’ti Bayyumi, a theolo- untary moratorim. on work in patent holder on the cloning tech- 
gian from Cairo’s AF-Azhar Uni- he field. nique, that koman clorîng would 
versity also said it was “Any discovery that touches be offensive and should be 
“forbidden” on religious upon human creation is uot simm- banned. 
. ply a matter of scientific inquiry; “We would support whole- 
Pope John-Paul II has warned jt is a matter of morality and heartedly the idea of prohibition 
against carrying ont spiritvality, as well,” he said. . in the most effective possible 


way,” he said. 
f soeins to me Jf you sit back 
aud triuk. about it that most of he 
suggested applications for clon- 
ing of iamans are nonsensical,” 
he said. : 
“The idea that you can bring 
back a child, that you can bring 
back. your father, it is. simply 
nonsensical. Yon can make a g¢- 
netically identical copy, Dut you 
can’t get back the person JOU 
have lost.” 
taf?) 


Currently only 34 outof every 
1,000 persons, including busi- 
nesses, operated a personal cûm- 
puter in South Africa, way down 
on the 300 per 1,000 in the 


is also to open a camrımmiy cen- 
ter in Soweto black towıship 
near here, one of 100 to Mi- 


tion institutions and the govern” 
ment to_ drive up the use of 
computers and the Internet: 

He added that the use of com 
Puters was not a choiçe and com 
Panies that did not embrace 
technology would struggle to 

i 


Microsoft Targeting Africa 


JOHANNESBURG — Mi- 
crosoft is to use South Africa as 
a launchpad into Africa and plans 
to open eight offices in various 
Parts of the continent within tiree 
years, company chairman Bil 
Gates said here Thursday. 
Gates, who arrived in the 
country earlier Thursday on a 
two~ day marketing tour of South 
Africa. told reporters Microsoft 


was planming an aggressive cam- . 


pPaigr n Africa. 

“Africa is one of the most 
exciting continents we are work- 
ing in at the moment, and despite 
its complexities, we see it as one 
of the fastest regions 
that Microsoft is currently oper- 
ating in,” he said, according to 
the SAPA news agency. 

The group opened branches in 
Kenya and the Ivory Coast in 
Jammary, he added, 

Gates said he saw good 
growth of the South African per- 
sonal computer market, particu- 
larly in education and .the 
expansion of the Internet Web. 


Ings. 
A member of the U.S. Con- 


said the reptile — dubbed 
coelurosauravus jaekali — 
roamed the earth some 250 mil- 


said Hans-Dieter sues of the 
Royal Ontario Museum, whereas 
it uses "a winglike fan of bones 


dependent of the ribcage,’ 
should allow scientists to im- 
Prove their understanding of how 
other, later vertebrates flew. 
Researchers had until now 
only fourkl incomplete skeletons 
of coelurosauravus, which was 
fumally identified in 1978. 


arf) 
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The Making of a Rescue: 17 | Cloning Breakthrough Brings 


Minutes of Terror 


Manning jumped in, forget- 
ting to rernove his ankle holster. 
The frigid water made him gasp 
for breath. He couldn’t seem to 


, Move. 


In a panic, Tucker grabbed 
Manning and tried to climb on 
top of him, dragging them both 
under. Marming finally had to 
push Tucker away. 

About the same time, pas- 
serby Charlie Mock had stopped 
to see what “all the ruckus Was 
about." He saw a woman — 


Charlene Pham — floating face 
down. Mock jumped in and 
swam toward her. 


He rolled her over, grabbed 
her by the neck and swam for 
shore. He was 15 feet (4.6 me- 
ters) from the bank when he felt 
something in the water. It was 
soft. 

With his free hand, he reached 
down and grabbed. He came up 
with a handful of hair, then 
pulled Tucker's limp body to the 
surface. 

By now, Manning had caught 
his breath. He grabbed Tucker 
ar headed for shore. As they 
neared tie bank, others waded in 
and pulled hem to safety. 


0 the glass shattered, 
water poured into the car. 
Fountain and McClung — the 
Winn-Dixie Clerk and the depart- 
ment store supervisor — pulled 
Ryan out. He clambered onto 
Foantain's back. ., 

Fountain took three deep 
breaths and started to dog-pad- 
die. McClung swam alongside. 
They were not two feet (60 cen 
tîmeters) from the car when it 
sank. 

“Man, you gotta take him. I 
can't do it," Fountain told 
McClung. He handed off the boy. 

Their muscles ached. Every 
move was agony. Helping hands 
reached out to bring them ashore. 


pumped Daniel 

Tucker’s chest for more 

than a mimute before be spat up 

water arkl took a breath. He does 

not remember anything after wad- 

ing into the water. He spent six 

days in the hospital with pneumo- 
nia. 

Charlene Pham came in the 
ambulance, unsure of much ex- 
cept that she had tried to help. 
Her brother rode with ber. 

Fountain and McClung 
walked past the paramedics, the 
firefighters, the onlookers They 
headed for the Belk’s store, 
where they grabbed clothes froma 
the racks. They changed, shook 
hands and went back to work. 

Manning droves back to the 
patrol post and changed clothes. 
Batteıu went home, his hair uncut. 

“Nana! Nana!” Ryan 
screamed, wrestling free of the 
paramedics. He ran to his grand- 
mother, arms outstretched, tears 
streaming down bis face. 

“My colon .ng book!” 

The water had claimed only 
the book ard the zar. 

Two days İater, most of 
Ryans rescuers vame together 
again, this time for a picture. As 
Ryan clownel around with tie 
hammer, they shook hands, 
laughed, retold tteir stories, and 
wondered at how heroism can 


visit average tives. ar) ! 


terrified screams cross language 
barriers. He and Batten ran our- 
side, where they met Pham's 28- 
year-old sister, Charlene, who 
was arriving for work. 

The three ran to the water and 
jumped in. 

Bebind them were Clint Foun- 
tain, 23, and Darie! Tucker, 22, 
stock clerks at the Winn-Dixie 
Supermarket. They were taking a 
break outside, so fountain could 
smoke a cigarette, when they 
heard the screams; Fountain 
dropped his cigarette, and they 
Tar. 

Fountain didn't even stop to 
take off his black jeans and heavy 
work shoes before he dived in. 
The cold water was like a vise 
around his chest. It was hard to 
breathe. His head ached the in- 
stant he surfaced. 

Tucker watched — but only 
for a moment. 

**I can't swim real good,” be 
told Ms. Cardona. “But some- 
body's gotta help that boy." 

He waded slowly into the 
water and beg=n dog-paddling to- 
ward the car, which was now 
sinking intc 15 feet (4.5 meters) 

of water. He passed Pham and 

Baten, who had been overcome 
by the cold water and were head- 
ing for shore. 


“ Hey! Unlock the door you 
hear me? Unlock de door, 
Fountain screamed at Ryan. The 
water was rising to Ryan's waist 
as the boy frantically pulled at the 
child-proof locks. 
Fountain’s fists pounded 


agaiwst the glass. 


(CJ jeemecie, 32, asuper- 
visor at Belk's Depart- 
ment Store, heard a commotion. 
He followed the cries and ran to 
the water. 

His heart was pounding. 
There was a woman in a white 
shirt holding a hammer. No ong 
knew where she came from. She 
was just there. She raised it as if 
to throw it toward the car. 

“Don’t don’t throw it. You 
bring me the hammer, ’” Fountain 
screamed at McClung, who had 
already shed hiş sports coat. He 
gave no thought to his leather 
shoes, tie or pressed shirt and 


pants. 

He dived in. The cold was 
paralyzing. 

“Oh, Jesus. I'm not going to 
make it,’ he thought, halfway to 
the car. 

“Come on! Come on!" Foun- 
tain screamed. 

By now, the car was tipped 
nose first in the water, only the 
‘rear window and trunk visible. 
The water had reached Ryan's 
chest and was steadily rising. 

McClung held the hamrner out 
on his last two strokes to the car. 
Fountain leaned over and 
grabbed it. 

Raising it above his head, 
fountain brought the hammer 
down with every ounce of re- 
maining strength. shattering the 
glass. 


I. Wendel Manning of the 
Georgia State Patrol heard 


the police dispatcher’s frantic 
call, and his car was there in 
moments. [n almost one motion, 
he got wut, pulled oft his gun beit 
and ran. 

He saw fountain smash the 
glass. He also saw Fountain's 


TIFTON, Georgia — Four-year” 
old Ryan Eschleman was trapped 
in grandma's car as it filled with 
the brackish, frigid water of the 
pond. On the other side of the 
rear window, a man pounded 
against the glass, desperately try- 
ing to break it. 

Other would-be rescuers were 
in trouble nearby. A woman was 
floating. face down. Under the 
water, a man Was UICONSCİOUS, 
unseen, and a valiant policeman 
also struggled beneath the sur- 
face. 

Ryan's knuckles were white 
as he clutched the headrest of the 
back seat. 

Now the water was almost up 
to his neck. 


fa accidents happen On 

television, they often 
happen in slow motion — orches- 
trated, like a ballet. 

But when accidents happen in 
real life, the world is helter-skel- 
ter. The most crucial mimutes of 
Ryan Eschleman'’s young life 
were like that. There were 17 of 
them in all, and they were filled 
with chaos. 

In those few minutes, six men 
and a woman pat aside thoughts 
of their own safety to try tO save 
a 4-year-old boy. You could call 
them heroes, but heroism was not 
their intention; sometimes in life, 
valor comes uninvited. 

It was 11:28 a.m. on Tuesday, 
February 11 —a cool 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit (4.4 degrees Celsius) 
and sunny in this south Georgia 
town of about 16,000 residents. 

Ryax's granimother, Peggy 
Cardona, was running late for 
work as a hair stylist at the total 
image: take 2 salon. Sbe bad two 
minutes to spare. She eased her 
light blue 1990 Nissan Stanza 
into the employee parking area 
behind Tifton Mall 

The parking spot was on the 
border of a well-manicured, 
grassy 40-foot (12-meter) incline 
tat ended at the edge of a pond 
— a catch basin for rainwater, 
150 meters long and as wide as a 
football field. 

The Nissan's automatic gear- 
shift was broken, so if she put it 
in park, it was impossible to 
change gears. She was used to 
leaving the car in neutral and 
setting the emergency brake. 
This time, she forgot. 

Ms. Cardona reached to open 
the back door for Ryan when the 
car lurched forward and started 
to roll. It picked up speed as it 
moved down the slope, it slid 
effortlessly, almost gracefully, 
into the pond. 

“Nana! Nana! Nana!’’ Ryan 
screamed. He craned his neck for 
a glimpse of grauima. She was 
gone. 


Baten, 23, was in 

the mauve stylist's chair 

waiting for Ms. Cardona. Lanky, 

with a shock of dark hair, Batten 

had been coming to her for hair- 
cuts since he was 14. 

Next door, at Lee's Nail Sa- 
lon, 30-year-old David Pham 
was putting the top coat of bur- 
° gundy polish on a freshly mani- 
cured hand. 

They both heard the cry: 
“Help! Help! My car's in the 
water and my grandson's in 


ee an immigrant from Vi- 


«emam, speaks little English. But 


د 
هكا IF ITE‏ 
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International Experts Urge Action 
to Check Greenhouse Effect 


MARCH §, 1997 


lairean Government Acknowledges 
Fighting Near Kisangani 


Dutch Cooperation Minister 
Jan Pronk reported after flying 
over the area Wednesday that oth- 
ers among the up to 160,000 refu- 
gees who fled Tingi-Tingi were 
approaching Kisangani 

But the vast majority of the 
Tingi-Tingi refugees were appar- 
ently heading for Ubundu. 

Several relief agencies said 
they were planning to deliver re- 
iief supplies by rail Friday from 
Kisangani to Ubundu. 

UN regional coordinator Mar- 
tin Griffiths said that plans to re- 
patriate almost 400,000 Rwandans 
remaining in Zaire were well in 
hand, but added that the creation 
of safe corridors depended on the 
issue of security and separating 
ordinary Hutus from members of 
the Rwandan former army, routed 
by a Tutsi front in 1994, and Huru 
extremist militiamen. 

U.S. State Departmens spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns ruled out the 
envisaged deployment of a multi- 
national force in Zaire at least until 
the United Nations had managed 
to set up the humanitarian corri- 
dors. Washington has asked the 
rebels to agree to this. 

In New York, UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan’s spokesman 
said the UN chief believes aid 
workers and refugees in eastern 
Zaire must be protected 0 or 
without a cease-fire. 


ment said that some 25,000 aban- 
doned refugees had been 
massacred by the rebels, but the 
UN High Commissioner for Refu~ 
gees (UNHCR) declared that it 
had no such information. 

Nevertheless, the UNHCR ex- 
pressed concern at unconfirmed 
reports of common graves near the 
camps of Mugunga, Kimbuba, 
Katale and Sake, close to Lake 
Kivu near the Rwandan border, 
where the rebels laumcbed their 
insurrection in October. 

The rebels, who have vowed to 
take Kisangani and March on Kin- 
shasa, have said they will not lay 
down their arms until Mobutu 
quits power. 

Mobutu is currengely in nice, 
France, for a medical check-up 
following prostate surgery last 
August amid uneertainty over 
when he would return to Zaire. 

The five-point peace plan he 
bas accepted calls for a cease-fire, 
the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops and Mercenaries, negotia- 
tions apd elections, and the protec- 
tion of refugees. 

Thousands of refugees mean- 
while began arriving in the Zaire 
river city of Ubundu, 150 kilome- 
ters (90 miles) south of Kisangani, 
after a six-day tek from Tingi- 
Tingi, the last big camp in eastern 
Zaire, 250 kilometers (150 miles) 
southeast of Kisangani. 


May Date Floated for Possible 
Cyprus Summit in New York 


The Greek Foreign Minister 
added that Anan was preparing to 
take an initiative on Cyprus in the 
coming montbs, but did not give 
details. 

He stressed however that the 
United Nations should play the 
leading role in seeking a political 
solution for the divided eastera 
Mediterranean island. 

Annan said in January thar he 
hoped for a meeting between the 
rwo “in the coming months. " His 
special ervoy Han: Sung-Joo vis- 
ited Cyprus last mouth. 

Cypriot governmenr spokes- 
man Viannakis Cassoulides. 
quoted by the official news agency 
CNA, announced that indirect 
talks between the rwo communi- 
ties would take place nexı Monday 
with a view to preparing a possible 

UN special representative for 
Cyprus Gustave Feissel is tO me- 
diate the latest round of ralks, fo- 
cusing on UN proposals for a 


bi-zonal, bi-comımunal federation. 
far) 


UNITED NATIONS ¬— The 
Greek foreign minister pointed tO 
an opportunity for possible direct 
talks between the Cypriot 
president and the breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot leader in New 
York in May. 

Following a meeting with UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
Foreign Minister Theodoros Pan- 
galos was asked by Greek joumal- 
ists whether there would be a May 
summit between President Glafcos 
Clerides, a Greek Cypriot, and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash. 

Pangalos, speaking in Greek, 
responded by saying that Greek 
Prime Minister Costas Simitis and 
Clerides would be in New York in 
May for a UN event which would 
provide "a good opportunity" for 
such a meeting to take place. 

However Western diplomats 
cautioned that other dates have 
been floated for a possible sum- 
mit, but that Clerides and Denk- 
tash have not mer since October 
1994. 


EISANGANI, Zaire — Hundreds 
of people were fleeing Kisangani, 
the last government stronghold in 
eastern Zaire, as the Defense 
Ministry acknowledged clashes 
with rebels just 80 kilometers (50 
miles) away. 

Fighting in Panga, northeast of 
Kisangani, had left 114 rebels 
dead, the ministry said, acknow- 
ledging for the first time the pres- 
ence of rebels so close to the 
Garrison town where the govern- 
meıt has based its stuttering 
counter-offensive. 

In a statement read over the 
phone to AFP, the ministry also 
said thar its soldiers bad repelled a 
rebel attack in the same area, kill- 
ing seven of theûL. 

Early Thursday, hundreds of 
residents gathered at the bustling 
quays of the Zaire River to Bar- 
gain for a place on a craft leaving 
Kisangani towards the west. 

Behind the Palm Beach Hotel, 
an air-conditioned luxury hotel 
used by mercenaries brought in by 
the struggling Zairean Army, 
boats were leaving, crammed full 
of residents desperate tO get OUL. 

Mainly Tutsi rebel forces have 
been closing in on Kisangani -- and 
were reportedly just a few kilome- 
ters (miles) outside the town of 
aroun 500,000 people. 

Meanwhile, despite interna- 
tional appeals, there was no indi- 
cation that rebe! leader 
laurent-desire Kabila would call a 
halt to his successful campaign 
that has already claimed the cast- 
em flank of Zaire. 

Zaire’s ruler of three decades" 
standing, Marshal Mobutu Sese 


peace plan, but the rebels ruled it 
out. 

"The UN peace plan works to 
our disadvantage. To impose a 
cease-fire is to be against us," the 
"Justice Minister" in the rebel al- 
liance, Kongolo Mwenze, told 
AFP. 

He was speaking in the town of 
Kindu, south of Kisangani, which 
fell last sunday to the rebels in a 
major setback to the armed forces, 
who lost the airport they had used 
to refuel aircraft striking at the 


ment expelled 11 UN relief work- 
ers, accusing them of abandoning 
Rwandan Hutus at the Tingi-Tingi 
camp, between Kindu ari Kisan- 
gani, to face massacre by the ad- 
varcing tebels. 

Zairean demands for the expul- 
sion of workers from rıODgOVern- 
mental organizations appeared to 
have been dropped. The gover 


ficiency," the statement added. 

Thursday’s statement further 
called on developing countries “to 
participate tirough projects COD- 
sistent with their domestic energy 
and development needs. " 
Meanwhile, Norway said it would 
fall in with the European Union 
decision early this week to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions between 
10 ard 15 percent by 2010, com- 
Pared with their 1990 level. 

The UN Convention on Cli- 
matic Changes, adopted at the Rio 
Earth Summit in June 1992, called 
on sigoatories to restore the level 
of carbon dioxide emissions to 
their 1990 level by the year 2000. 

The Bonn talks aimed to 
strengthen that convention by set- 
ting precise targets for industrial- 
ized countries. 
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BONN — Members of the 
International Energy Agency 
HEA) said urgent action and 
intelligent energy uşe was needed 
to check global warming. 

"We cannot afford to wait to 
act, but also, that we cannot afford 
to squander scarce economic re- 
sources nor disregard political and 
other realities," the statement 
said, folowing talks on imple- 
menting the UN Convention on the 
Climate. 


The IEA, which is part of fhe 
Organization for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development, under- 
lined that intelligent energy use 
was a major part of solving fhe 
problem of global warming. 

| Technological progress re- 


carbonization of the fuel mix, to 


EU Helps Boost Funds for $ 1f Arias Higher Hducation 


amid a surge in demonstrations on 
university campuses and a grow- 
ing debate over the fatere of 
higher education n South Africa. 

He bad acknowledged im De- 


cember that figures proposed by - 


the Finance Miuvistry for the 


the generosity of citizens, taxpay- 


` ers and governments in the coun- 


tries abroad — friends of Soath 
Africa — which have made these 
commitments to our higher educa- 
tion system. " (AFP) 


Bengu said that, for the first 
time, money — 166 milion rand 


` ($37 million) — was donated di- 


rectly to the government's ednca- 
tion fund by overseas donors, 


formerly disadvantaged by the 
apartheid system. 

"The main bulk of the assis- 
tance comas from the EU," Bengu 
said. 

"It has come at a time when we 
were desperate and I1 would not 
guarantee that we would every 
year rely on that assistance. " 
Bengu’s announcement comes 


CAPE TOWN —. Goveroment 
funding for South Afcica’s higher 
education in 1997 will be 11 
percent higher than last year 
thanks to coutributions from 
foreign donors, Education 
Minister Sîbusisu Bengu said. 

Bengu told a press conference 
bere that total subsidy payments to 
the country’s 21 universities and 
15 technikons wil aroount to 4.9 
billion rand (one billion dollars) 
compared with 4.4 billion rand 
($988 million) last year. 

Because of an overall crease 
im the number of students, be 
added, however, the level of sab- 
sidy will amount to 65.59 percent 
of their costs compared to the Cur- 
rent 68 percent. 


UN Official Says Burundi Children Need Food 


a regional sanctions committee. 
Most recently he said applications 
for fertiliser, education materials 
and small farming tools were 


We find this bard to under- 
stand, he said. 

At other times permission for 
iraports were given by the commit¬ 
tee but loca! authorities in border 
states refused to allow the goods 
to move. (Reuter) 


an army coup last July 25. Military 
ruler Pierre Buyoya, hit by re- 
gional sanctions against hîs gov- 
emment, promised peace talks 
with Hutu grmıps but they bave not 
started. 

Griffiths said that getting aid 
and ` other provisions, including 
fuel for humanitarian groups, Was 
difficult and frequently delayed by 


UNITED NATIONS — A UN 
official said he had spotted 
malnutrition among children in 
Burundi relocated to special areas 
by that country’s Tutsi-led 


wirich have purt rcrade sanctions On 


there last sumorer, were slow to 


manitarian aid coordinator for 
Central Africa who recently vis- 
ited Burundi, told a news cConfer- 
ence that the goverment had 
instituted a policy of relocating 
HutıS t0 camps aS a SeCUTITY Meas- 
ure to take them out Of areas Of 
conflict. 

This policy, according to those 
authorities, is a volumrary one. But 


I think it is quite clear that the area 


of choice for those being re- 
grouped is limited, he said. 

He-sşaid he saw degrees of mal- 
nutrition in children which are dis- 
graceful. Malrwtrition also had 
been spotted in other areas of the 
Burmodi, whose problems be said 
were quickly forgotten by the out- 
side world. 

The lemma now for aid agen- 
cies, be said, was whether t0 prO- 
vide assistance to those who had 
beer relocared without appearing 
to support the government's pol- 
icy. A meeting wil take place 
shortly to formnlate a policy. 

Mora than 150,000 people have 
died in massacres and civil war 
between the Tutsi-dominated army 
and Hum rebels since the 1993 
assassination of its first freely 
elecred Huru presidenL 
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Behrooz Gharibpoor who has the 
piece on stage relying an the novel 
and wih a glance at he hed 


Ove a Dud a i aê 
tresses, all clad in colorful clothes, 
give a memorable scene to the 
play. The existing play, adapted 
from the novel, does not contain 
the spirit of Hugo's The Miser-. 
able. 

A hıeatergoer who has not read 
the novel or has not watched its 
adaptations, faces a chaotic story 
line and cammot make connections 
with the play. 

The present play iatroduces 
bites from the novel in no logical 
connection. 

The first act introduces Jean val 
Jean, bis hard times and the craei 
behavior of people with bim. Next 
act introduces the patriarch and 
Jeans visit to him. His spiritual 
revolution is displayed rough 
dialog only. 


Hugo in his novel, ا‎ 
dimentional view at the characters 
which takes him away from the - 
psychology of his characters, 
Gharibpoor repeats the mistake. 
Another weakpoint in the play is 
applying ultra sensitive micro- 
phones which makes the dialogs 
devoid of any emotion. 


way that in some cases it is diffi- 
cult to say who’s who, also in 
same other cases a part of stağe is 
lighted without any purpose) are 
other weakpoints prevalent in the 
The Miserable. 

And to end, Shahid Avini Hall 
is too long for such a play. Stage 
changes in a hall like this takes 
almost one hour on the whole. 

Generally speaking, at a time 


djre need of the least budget and 
facilities, how one can justify this 
extravagant investment {accord 


ingly Ris. 2000,000,000) on a2. ` 
outlandish play Hike this? Sure it i5: 
not going to be of any benefit ®: 
the theater of the, country. 


` when various theater groups are in 


scene. 

Today’s critic teaches modern 
aspects of drama, ways of convey- 
ing meaning, and it tries to origi- 
nate the thought that today’s 
theatergoer is a part of draoa him- 
self. It emphasizes that his reac- 
tion against a piece of art is 
efficient in the policy-making of 
the responsible authorities of 
drama. Critics assert the theater~ 
goer should have three arts in 
mind: the arts of writer, actor/ac- 
tress, and theatergOer. 

This short article has no inten 
tion of going further into the 
framework of traditional and mod- 
ern criticism. Rather, it is a pref- 
ace to a critique on a play, The 
Miserables. 


It goes without saying thst to- 
day, criticism is regarded as a sci- 
entific and artistic endeavor. 

he Miserable 
Directo 1: Behrooz 
Gharibpoor 
Cast: Makdi Fathi, Behzad 
Farahani, Roya Teimourian, 
Shams Fazlollaht, ete. 
The Miserable of Victor Hugo 


is one of the most distinguished 
novels n French literature, but not 
a powerful piece in the globe. 


It has been filmed and drama- 


has been ia Bahman 
Farhangsara (Cultural House) by 


to aesthetic aspects of a drama, ٠ 


‘The Miserable” on Stage 
by Well-to-Do 


Fee inas Sis 


Preface 
TEHRAN — Traditional Criti- 
cism focused only on the aesthetic 
aspects of theater. Any diversion 
from the traditional set-up of 
drama —evena critic's brainchild 
— was harshly criticized. 

This kind of criticism, wiıich 
enjoyed its climax in the 19th cen- 
tury, later became a means of pub- 
ticity for drama. 

Presenting definitions of a spe- 
cial drama, created a prejudgment 
in the minds of theatergoers, 
sometimes tempting them to go 
and waıch the piece. Or on the 
other hand, the definitions created 
a negative impact on the mind. 

Generally speaking, any drama 
had to go through critics’ filter, 
Whichever piece of drama identi- 
fied to be ‘according to the tradi- 
tional framework of drama set 
forth by Greek and Roman schol- 
ars,” was welcome. 


It should be mentioned, how- . 


ever, that this strict attitude to- 
ward drama on the part of the 
critics never stemmed from their 
bad-will or something, rather it 
rose from their views widely ac- 
cepted then — not today, though. 

Today, we are in dire need of a 


kind of criticism to pay attention 


aud analyze the socio-political ele- 
ments within a piece of art — a 
new point of view from bebind the 


China's Tropical Island Tells 
Tourisfs fo Tarry 


signs of the progress made in mod- 
ernizing an island known on the 
mainland for centuries as a remote 
and malarial backwater. 

While many of the pew hotels 


`` and restaurants have far to go to 


catch up with their rising prices 
and brochured promises, the tour- 
ism industry has aiready become a 
vital part of the economy of what 
is China's biggest special ecO- 
nomic zone. 

Officials say tourist takings 


== have eased the economic slow- 


down that followed a speculation- 
fired boom in 1994, while also 
helping fill some of the properties 
left empty when the bubble burst 
and the bottom fell out of the real 
estate market. : 

Income from domestic tourists 
in 1996 is estimated at more than 
840 million, with foreign tourists 
seen adding a further 85 million, 
said tourist administrator Li 
Yimgji 

İn all, 4. 86 million interra- 
tional and domestic tourists visited 
the island last year, Li said. 

Between 1990 and 1995, the 
number of domestic and interna- 
tional tourists we received in Hai- 
nan rose by an average 36.8 
percent every year, he said. That's 
pretty fast growth. 

Turning Chiva’s millions of 
sightseers into vacationers was the 
best way to retain such growth in 
future years, he said. 

On Yalong Bay beach, Zhang 
Chunxi, a manager from the arid 
northwestern region of Xinjiang, 
seemed ready to have his holiday 


‘habits reformed. 


This is a fine beach, said 
Zhang, hauling waterproofs over 
his business clothes in preparation 
for his first jet-ski ride, a highlight 
of his one-day tour of Hainan. 

Next time, if possible, I'I bring 
my wife and children, he said. I'd 
be very willing to stay for a vaca- 

3 ter) 


Where to the climber-upward 
turns his face; - 


But when he once attains the 


Officials eager to create recrea- 
tional possibilities are backing the 
construction of scenic spots, golf 
courses and resort hotels to tempt 
tourists to tarry longer. 


Warm welcome for free-spend- 
ing foreigners. We hope people 
can stop ark stay for a few days, 
Yu said, adding that free-spending 
organized groups of foreign vaca- 
tioners were the most welcome 
tourists of all. 

While Japanese visitors spent 
an average 1.500 yuan (180) for 
each of the average four days hey 
stayed, Chinese visitors spent just 
400 yuan and left after only 1.4 
days, Yu said. 

But despite a clutch of new lux- 
ury hotels and steadily improving 
links with the outside world, for- 
eigners remain few and far be- 
tween on Hainan beaches. 

Of the 2.45 million visitors 
who passed through Sanya in 
1996, just three percent came from 
abroad — and 80 percent of those 
were overseas Chinese from Hong 
Kong, Macau or Taiwan. 

Hainan officials plan to boost 


٤ publicity in Asia and-Earope to 


attract well-heeled tour groups, 
but say it can be difficult to com- 
pete with the pacific-region’s more 
developed resorts. 

While officials rush to build 
seaside hotels, they also argue that 
past neglect of the beaches that 


account for most of Hainan’s 
1,528 km (949 miles) of coastline 
can itself be a strong selling point 
for some ViSitOrS. 

The determination to get more 
out of Hainan's tourist resources 
is plain on Şanya’s Dadonghai 
Bay, which just tive years ago was 
a piacid beach front peopled 
largely by backpackers and for- 
eign students escaping northern 
China's biter winter. 


Now the bay is backed by rows 
of jutting hotel complexes, the 
dusty road to town has been wid- 
ened and beach entrepreneurs of- 
fer high-priced scuba-diving 
lessons and sailboards for hire. 

The high-rise hotels, along 
wich Sanya’s spanking new inter- 
national airport and the tlıree-lane 
highway that links the city to the 
provincial capital Haikou, are 


YALONG BAY, China — The 
sea is an inviting emerald green, 
the sand is golden under his shoes 
and the sun beats warm on his back 
— brt nothing will persuade Shi 
Kaixing to linger at China’s neW- 
est tourist paradise. 

T'I stay an hour at most. .. I've 
got work to do, said thie 44-year- 
old private businessman as he 
strolledalong Yalong Bay beach in 
the southern island province of 
Hainan. 

Officials in Hainan, where 
holiday-makers account for a hefty 
10 percent of the provincial econ- 
omy, say Shi is all too typical of 
the Chinese visitors who are the 
mainstay of the local tourism in- 


Changing the tourist culture to 
persuade domestic visitors to stay 
longer and spend more was the key 
to cashing in on Hainan's tropical 
blessings, said Li Yiogji, deputy 
director of the Provincial Tourism 
Administraüion. 

Our purpose is to get people to 
spend their vacations here. 

Currentiy most visitors just 
come for a quick look, he said. 

We don’t want to chase the 
sightseers. .. They are not very 
helpful for our economy, agreed 
Yu Peisheng, tourism chief in the 
southern Hainan city of Sanya, 
which channelled 200 million to- 
ward development of the Yalong 
Bay resort in 1995 and 1996. 

The bay, a long arc of even 
sand and clear water, is the center- 
piece of a tourism strategy that 
aims to turn virgin beaches, un- 
tapped hot springs and colorful 
ethmic minorities into the basis of 
an tourist hothouse economy. 


Albanian Journalist 
Abducted After His 
Paper Is Torched 


ROME — An Albanian journalist 
was severely beaten and kid- 
napped a day after his Tirana 
newspaper, Koha Jone, was ral- 
sacked and set on fire, the paper's 
Rome correspondent reported 
Wednesday. 

Angela Vincentini said the cor- 
respondent was beaten and ab- 
ducted on a road about 30 
kilometers (20 miles) north of the 
southern coastal city Vlore on 
Tuesday. She did not identify the 
journalist, 

The previous night, she said, 
unidentified men armed with ma- 
chine-guns destroyed the paper’s 
comaputers and its archives for the 
last 10 years during their attack. 

She said police had previously 
threatened the paper’s staff. 
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